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This past March 4 more than 100 
demonstrations were organized in 33 
states against the devastating cuts, 
layoffs and tuition hikes in education. 
According to the Associated Press, mil-
lions of people took part in the National 
Day of Action to Defend Education, 
especially on campuses like the Univer-
sity of Maryland, Philadelphia’s Temple 
University and University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign. The following 
reports are examples of some of these 
significant protests, which are signs 
pointing to the potential of a revitalized 
national youth and student fight-back 
movement reminiscent of the 1960s.

BaY area, Calif..
Tens of thousands of youth, students, 

parents, teachers, school workers and pro-
gressive allies took to the streets all over the 
Bay Area to “take a stand for public educa-
tion.” This protest was the united response 
to more than $20 billion of state, federal and 
local cuts to public schools. The success of 
the protest was largely due to a truly grass-
roots convergence of protesters, from kin-
dergarten students to the Gray Panthers.

The events began with major classroom 
walk-outs. At the University of California, 
Berkeley, students disrupted classes and led 
a massive walk-out. Students then marched 
to Oakland, where Bay Area students gath-
ered for a rally of several thousand people.
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After the disappointment of the Copen-
hagen Climate Summit, the movement to 
find a solution to the global climate crisis 
is longing for a breath of fresh air. Most 
see the resultant Copenhagen Accord 
as imperfect at best, and detrimental at 
worst, as it does not mandate emissions 
reductions. After the world watched the 
governments of rich countries, led by 
President Barack Obama, co-opt the con-
ference and drive into the ground any 
hope of a binding agreement on the cli-
mate crisis, many agree that the solution 
must be found by the people of the world, 
rather than by a small group of rich lead-
ers. The government of Bolivia took the 
first steps to get this conversation under-
way by hosting a different kind of climate 
summit this spring: the ‘World Peoples’ 
Conference on Climate Change and the 
Rights of Mother Earth,’ that took place 
in Cochabamba this April 19-22. 

Every country in the world was invit-
ed to the conference, and the event was 
presented as an open discussion. This is 
a contrast to the summit in Copenhagen, 
which excluded most scientists, commu-
nities, faith leaders, and NGO’s from the 
conference altogether, and conducted 
the real negotiations behind closed doors 
with only a few token leaders of develop-
ing countries. Largely as a result of the 
outrage expressed by Bolivia and other 
nations, the United Nations ended up not 
even endorsing or adopting the Copenha-
gen Accord, but merely “noting” it. 

Because of the courage of Bolivia and 
other nations in Copenhagen, the issue of 
global climate change has not just been 
swept under the rug. Obama and others 
have lauded the Copenhagen Accord as a 
good first step, but to many, even that is 
an overstatement. 
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aCtiviStS iN NortH CaroliNa

Struggle against 
environmental racism
By Andy Koch, Raleigh F.I.S.T.
    
     In December 1978, North Carolina 
state officials chose rural Warren County 
as the dumping site for 40,000 cubic 
yards of soil contaminated with poly-
chlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), which are 
highly carcinogenic chemicals. To their 
surprise, the decision ignited grassroots 
opposition that led to the largest civil 
rights demonstrations since the 1960s at 
the time. That struggle also gave birth to 
the Environmental Justice movement. 
    The small, unincorporated Shocco 
Township was to be the site of the land-
fill. Like the majority of landfill sites in 
the southeastern United States, Shocco 
was overwhelmingly Black and poor. 
Warren County itself was 64 percent 
Black -- the highest of any county in the 
state -- and it ranked 97th in per capita 
income. While Governor Jim Hunt and 
North Carolina District Court Judge W. 
Earl Britt flatly denied that the decision 
was made based on racial grounds, the 
people of Warren knew otherwise. 
      Due to a high water table (the upper 
surface of ground water) and permeable 
soil, Shocco failed to meet Environmen-
tal Protection Agency requirements that 
would ensure a safe PCB landfill. The 
EPA waived both restrictions. It is hardly 
surprising that an agency of the federal 
government failed to protect this poor 
community of color. 
      The first trucks started dumping on 
September 15, 1982. They were met by a 
multinational group of 130 people carry-
ing signs and chanting, armed with com-
munity, faith and civil disobedience. On 
that first day of protest, 55 people were 
arrested for lying down in front of the 
trucks, and the demonstrators received 
national media coverage. 
     The people of Warren protested ev-
ery day during the six weeks of dump-

ing, with the continued support of the 
Coley Springs Baptist Church and the 
United Church of Christ’s Commission 
for Racial Justice in Raleigh, N.C. Envi-
ronmental and Black civil rights leaders 
from across the country came to War-
ren to pledge their support, linking en-
vironmental and racial issues to human 
and civil rights for the first time. When 
dumping stopped in late October, a total 
of 523 arrests had been made. Policing 
the operation cost the state an estimated 
$787,000. 
     Though the protests may not have 
halted the dumping, it was a significant 
victory in many ways. Blacks and whites 
united on an environmental issue for the 
first time. Voters were empowered by 
the demonstrations, and in 1982 elect-
ed their first Black sheriff, a Black state 
representative, and a three-to-two Black 
majority on the county commissioner 
board. Most importantly, the Warren re-
sistance marked the first step on the long 
road to environmental justice. 
     The principles of environmental jus-
tice were first articulated in speeches 
during the Warren demonstrations, and 
then later in print. The 1987 publication 
of “Toxic Wastes and Race in the United 
States” by the Commission for Racial 
Justice and Jenny Labalme’s “A Road to 
Walk: A Struggle for Environmental Jus-
tice” gave form to the ideas of this bur-
geoning movement. In 1990, sociologist 
Robert D. Bullard published “Dumping 
in Dixie: Race, Class, And Environmen-
tal Quality,” the first textbook on envi-
ronmental justice. 
     In 1991, the First National People of 
Color Environmental Leadership Sum-
mit in Washington, D.C., drafted and 
adopted 17 principles of environmental 
justice. Since then, the principles have 
served as a defining document for the 
growing grassroots movement for envi-

ronmental justice. (www.ejnet.org) 

The principles include:
•  Ecological unity of all peoples and spe-
cies,
•  Ethical and responsible use of land and 
renewable resources in the interest of a 
sustainable planet for humans and other 
living things,
•  Universal protection from toxic wastes 
and nuclear testing, which threaten the 
right to clean air, land, water and food,
•  Political, economic, cultural and en-
vironmental self-determination of all 
peoples,
•  The right of all workers to a safe and 
healthy work environment,
•  Opposition to the destructive opera-
tions of multinational corporations, and
•  Opposition to military occupation, re-
pression and exploitation of lands, peo-
ples, cultures and other life forms. 
     Since then, the environmental justice 
movement has grown immensely. The 
movement forced President Clinton to 
sign an executive order on environmen-
tal justice in 1994. 
     The principles and ideas of envi-
ronmental justice have fundamentally 
changed the character of the environ-
mental movement both in the United   
States and worldwide. Today, hundreds 
of thousands of individuals across the 
globe are involved in the grassroots 
struggle for environmental justice, and 
hundreds of organizations have taken up 
the fight. 

     In 1999, 
an emergen-
cy gathering 
of African 
A m e r i c a n 
leaders led 
to the for-
mation of 
the National 
Black Envi-
ronmental 

Justice Network and many regional af-
filates, including the North Carolina En-
vironmental Justice Network (NC EJN). 
Currently, NC EJN is fighting the devas-
tating effects of hog waste lagoons, which 
severely impact the water, air, and land 
quality of communities they are located 
near. Over 10 million hogs are concen-
trated in eastern NC, which is a majority 
Black area. NC EJN had a major victory 
in 2007 when legislation passed prohib-
iting the construction of new lagoons us-
ing old harmful methods.
     In Spring 2010, the NC Environmental 
Justice Network held its annual gather-
ing in the township of New Hill, located 
in western Wake county. The residents of 
New Hill have been fighting the proposed 
construction of a waste water treatment 
plant in the historic district of their town, 
directly across from two churches and 
a cemetery. The plant would not serve 
New Hill, which is 85 percent Black, but 
instead would mainly serve the nearby 
predominantly white, affluent towns of 
Cary and Apex.
     In every local struggle, no matter how 
small it may seem, lies the potential for 
immense change. FIST salutes the cou-
rageous grassroots efforts made by the 
people of Warren County, N.C. for en-
vironmental justice. We salute those in 
Duplin and Sampson Counties, those in 
New Hill, those in Tillery, NC, those in 
the Warnersville community in Greens-
boro and those everywhere who continue 
this fight today.  This struggle will always 
be an inspiration for all people suffering 
under the great weight of injustice. 
 
This article made extensive use of “A 
Road to Walk: A Struggle for Envi-
ronmental Justice” by Jenny Labalme.  
Source of information also came from 
extensive interview with Naeema Mu-
hammad, a leader in the Environmen-
tal Justice Network and who works in 
Tillery and in Duplin County, North 
Carolina.
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Members of Environmental Justice Network during a 51-hour vigils held on the Hali-
fax Lawn at the NC Legislature in protest of industrial hog pollution in rural eastern NC 
counties.  Youth from Duplin and Sampson Counties are joined by youth from Raleigh 
as  EJN leader Gary Grant speaks to crowd.

FIST members 
along with 
members of the 
May 1 Coalition 
for Immgirant 
and Workers 
Rights during 
the March 21st 
immigration 
rally in Wash-
ington, DC, that 
attracted sev-
eral hundred 
thousand.
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the following statement was issued 
by the youth group fight imperialism, 
Stand together (fiSt).

Despite all the assurances by Arizona 
Gov. Jan Brewer, the recent passing of 
Senate Bill 1070 is a racist attack against 
the U.S. working class. SB 1070 -- which 
uses local police forces to question people 
about their documentation, and crimi-
nalizes immigrant workers -- smacks of 
South African apartheid and a host of 
other repressive laws from U.S. history 
and elsewhere. 

This law comes in a particular politi-
cal atmosphere: the rise of an ultraright 
grouping that has been given a national 
platform by pundits and the media, and 
has found an opening in the wake of the 
most profound economic crisis since the 
1930s. 

The Tea Party movement cannot be seen 
as divorced from the racist bill passed in 
Arizona any more than the attacks against 
immigrant workers can be seen outside 
the general political atmosphere precipi-
tated by the economic crisis. 

Those who would deny undocumented 
workers their dignity, by forcing this su-
perexploited section of the working class 
underground, have no criticisms of the 
capitalist system. It is capitalism that 
has destroyed the livelihoods of work-
ers around the world -- from the aus-

terity budgets forced upon third-world 
countries by the International Monetary 
Fund and World Bank; to neoliberal trade 
pacts, such as the North American Free 
Trade Agreement, that push farmers off 
their land. Capitalism unleashes unnatu-
ral calamities upon poor workers and the 
oppressed, forcing them into the so-called 
developed world. 

From Africa, Central and Southeast 
Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean, 
and Eastern Europe, workers are being 
forced to leave their homelands, risking 
their lives by crossing dangerous overland 
routes or choppy seas in small vessels to 
be able to care for their families. 

Fight Imperialism, Stand Together 
believes that no human being is illegal; 
that there should be legalization for all 
undocumented workers; and that the rac-
ist apartheid law just passed in Arizona 
should be fought and that it can be de-
feated. 

The fight has to be viewed as part of a 
larger fight against the ultraright, anti-
woman, racist, anti-LGBT movement 
personified by the Tea Party and similar 
ilk. This includes Maricopa County, Ariz., 
Sheriff Joe Arpaio, who has used the Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement’s 
287(g) program, which deputizes local po-
lice and sheriff’s officials as immigration 
authorities, to harass, attack, arrest and 
drive immigrant workers underground. 

A national initiative is needed to beat 
back this new unjust law in Arizona. 
This could include something similar 
to Freedom Summer, which started in 
1964 and sent hundreds of volunteers 
from the North to the South to defend 
the rights of southern Black workers. 

Already truck drivers have launched 
a boycott on deliveries to Arizona, and 
other activists and community mem-
bers have planned other actions. 

By passing the bill, Arizona has made 
itself the frontline of the fight against 
the ultraright and for immigrant rights. 
FIST calls on all forces -- youth organi-
zations, radicals, militants, anti-racists 
and community members -- to mobilize 
for Arizona. Let’s fight and beat back the 
ultraright and their racist program! 

Youth and students, who over the 
past six months have demonstrated 
their ability and willingness to struggle, 
are especially needed. Youth and stu-
dent organizations should begin mak-
ing plans to show solidarity with those 
on the frontlines, and build a coordinat-
ed movement that is prepared to take 
leadership from other students, youth 
and community activists on the ground 
in Arizona. 

Let’s dedicate ourselves to a mas-
sive national campaign that designates 
this summer as “Freedom Summer 
Arizona.”

FIST calls for ‘Freedom Summer 
arizona’ to fight racism and the right 

FIST member, Leilani Clark, arrested along 
with 8 others for supporting justice after cou-
rageously chaining themselves to the State 
Capitol building in Phoenix on April 20, 2010. 
Photo: SJEP tucson

Bolivia Climate Change confer-
ence (continued from page 1)

“Climate change can not be addressed 
by half measures,” stated Pablo Solon, 
Bolivia’s ambassador to the UN. “We can’t 
make compromises with nature…Copen-
hagen marked a backwards step, undoing 
the work built on since the climate talks 
in Kyoto. That is why, against strong 
pressure from industrialised countries, 
we and other developing nations refused 
to sign the Copenhagen accord and why 
we are hosting an international meeting 
on climate change next month. In the 
words of the Tuvalu negotiator, we were 
not prepared to ‘betray our people for 30 
pieces of silver’.”

The Accord that Bolivia refused to en-
dorse is, more than anything else, a docu-
ment that makes it even easier for rich 
nations to exploit the land and people 
of poorer ones. Most rich nations have 
polluted their way to the top, and the 
Copenhagen Accord encourages them 
to pollute their way to the bitter end. It 
completely erases and undermines the 
important mandates of the 1997 Kyoto 
Protocol (which the US weakened dur-
ing bargaining, but then refused to sign), 
which instituted the first and only legally 
binding agreement for countries to set 
goals to lower their green house gas emis-
sions lower than levels reached in 1990. 
Thanks to Copenhagen, these pledges are 
now voluntary and not legally binding. 

On the Copenhagen accord Pablo Solon 
said, “This dangerous approach to climate 
negotiations is like building a dam where 
everyone contributes as many bricks as 
they want regardless of whether it stops 
the river. The Copenhagen accord opens 
the dam and condemns millions.”

Unfortunately, the countries that were 
edged out of the discussion are the very 
countries that are being hit first and 
hardest by the catastrophic effects of 
global climate change, which will even-
tually hit the entire world. The sad irony 
of the climate crisis is that while rich 
countries do the majority of damage to 
the environment, poor countries—which 
have had little to no impact in causing the 
crisis—are suffering the effects. Because 

of this reality, the government of Bolivia 
has called for “climate reparations,” and 
other countries such as Venezuela and 
Nicaragua have endorsed the demand. 
Bolivia itself is no stranger to catastrophe 
as a result of climate change—in the last 
few years, over 50,000 Bolivians have 
been displaced due to severe flooding and 
storms. 

Bolivian President Evo Morales does 
not hesitate to blame the swell of disas-
ters on increased CO2 emissions from the 
world’s biggest polluters. Specifically, he 
has demanded that developed countries 
donate a minimum one percent of their 
annual GDP to a UN fund for poorer 
countries.  The logic behind this plan is 
hard to ignore: as developed polluter 
countries become richer and richer, the 
UN has found that the number of vic-
tims of weather disasters in developing 
countries has more than tripled between 
1980 and 2004, and is now at 257 million 
a year. According to projections by the 
National Academy of Sciences, developed 
countries’ green house gas emissions will 
cost developing countries more than $2.3 
trillion in damages during the next cen-
tury. According to World Bank calcula-
tions, the 43 poorest nations, or “low-in-
come economies,” had a combined GDP 
of  $568.8 billion in 2008—just 24.7% of 
that projected cost in damages. 

The conference in Bolivia was an op-
portunity to discuss the failures of Co-
penhagen, but more importantly, was a 
successful step in finding a united way 
forward. Working groups at the confer-
ence drafted a “Universal Declaration of 
Rights of Mother Earth,” worked on the 
organization of a people’s world referen-
dum on climate change, and discussed the 
proposal of a Climate Justice Tribunal. 
Other working groups focused on climate 
migrants, climate debt, the dangers of the 
carbon market, and agriculture and food 
sovereignty. The conference consisted of 
workshops and events organized by par-
ticipants, as well as working groups and 
mass gatherings. 

The goal of the conference in Cocha-
bamba (which has a rich history of people’s 
movements, such as the 1999-2000 water 

war against Bechtel) was to “shift power 
back to the people.” One can almost guar-
antee at this point, by looking at the avail-
able evidence, that a responsible solution 
to climate change will not be achieved if 
the problem is left up to the governments 
of rich countries. The reason for this is 
relatively simple: if these governments 
did what truly needs to be done to lessen 
the effects of climate change, they would 
have to find new ways to get rich that do 
not exploit natural resources. The devel-
oped world’s dependence on dirty energy 
has become an addiction and, like all ad-
dictions, it will sacrifice anything to get its 
fix. The people of the world must not let 
the shortsighted leaders of rich countries 
destroy the entire natural world while 
risking the lives of the majority of the 
world’s population. 

At an event in New York City before 
the conference, Pablo Salon described 
the challenge that lies before us: “Cli-
mate change reminds us that we are all 
part of one planet. Climate change is not 
just about the weather—it is a discussion 
about ways of living. We must learn to 
share, and build a new society based on 
this.” 

Salon went on to say that greenhouse 
gas emissions are not the cause of the 
global crisis, that they are a symptom. 
Many people realize that this is a sys-
temic issue that is deeply imbedded in 
what Solon calls “a system of consump-
tion, production, and profit.” The confer-
ence called for an analysis of the struc-
tural causes of the environmental crisis, 
acknowledging that without recognizing 
these causes, this cycle of destruction will 
go unbridled until it is far too late. 

On the opening day of the conference 
Evo Morales addressed a crowd of 15,000 
(roughly half the number of the total par-
ticipants in the conference.) “We have 
two paths: either Pachamama or death. 
We have two paths: either capitalism dies 
or Mother Earth dies. Either capitalism 
lives or Mother Earth lives. Of course, 
brothers and sisters, we are here for life, 
for humanity and for the rights of Moth-
er Earth. Long live the rights of Mother 

Earth! Death to capitalism!”
The conference hosted delegates from 

142 countries and official delegations 
from 47 countries including those from 
Paraguay, Panama, Mexico, Georgia, 
Uruguay, Sierra Leone, Yemen, Brazil, 
Russia, the United Kingdom, Ethiopia, 
Spain, Sweden, India, Mali, Nigeria, Mo-
zambique, South Africa, Qatar and South 
Korea. There was a focus on representa-
tives from developing countries, specifi-
cally from Latin America and Africa, as 
these are the countries that are in great 
peril due to climate change, but whose 
voices were silenced at Copenhagen. 

At the closing festivities on April 22st, 
there were reports from the working 
groups, as well as speeches from govern-
ment figures. The foreign minister of Ec-
uador addressed Obama’s policy since the 
Copenhagen talks. The US has financially 
punished the countries that chose not to 
sign onto the accord, cutting $3 million 
from Bolivia and $2.5 million from Ec-
uador. The Ecuadorian minister said that 
he would give the US $2.5 million if they 
would sign onto the Kyoto protocol. He 
also urged nations to include the rights 
of Mother Earth in their constitutions. 
In Ecuador communities can fight for the 
rights of nature in a court of law. 

The Vice President of Cuba spoke on 
the destructive essence of capitalism, cit-
ing the $12 trillion bank bailout at a time 
where the earth and its communities are 
in dire need of help—the available money 
instead goes into the pockets of a greedy 
few. Hugo Chavez, the president of Ven-
ezuela, gave a fiery anti-capitalist speech 
and called for the next step in the world 
people’s climate movement to be a strong 
presence at the COP 16 in Cancun this 
November.  

The conference as a whole was a mes-
sage of solidarity among “world people.” 
From Bolivian farmers to NGO represen-
tatives, from US revolutionaries to African 
intellectuals, the Conference on Climate 
Change and the Rights of Mother Earth 
was a space for all the people of the world 
who are determined to find a real people’s 
solution to the climate crisis to come to-
gether and share ideas. As Evo Morales 
has argued, Copenhagen perhaps was not 
a failure, but a victory for the people, as 
it caused such widespread outrage that it 
caused the people’s climate movement to 
stride forward stronger than ever before. 

Waller represented FIST at the 
World Peoples’ Conference on Climate 
Change and the Rights of Mother Earth.
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In Oakland and Davis, Calif., students 
marched across the freeway ramps and 
blocked traffic on two interstate highways. 
More than 150 young people were arrest-
ed in Oakland after occupying Interstate 
880 during rush hour. One young man 
suffered a head injury from falling from 
a freeway ramp after being chased by the 
police.

Leafleting, rallies and teach-ins were 
held throughout the Bay Area. Many 
teachers brought the protest into their 
classrooms. In West Contra Costa and 
Berkeley, teachers rallied and leafleted on 
busy street corners throughout the day.

The protests culminated in a massive 
multinational presence at City Hall Plaza 
in San Francisco. Fueled by recently re-
vealed plans by Mayor Gavin Newsom 
to lay off more than 10,000 city workers, 
thousands gathered demanding an end to 
budget cuts.

Chanting “Education should be free 
— no cuts — no fees,” many held signs 
stating, “California 1st in prisons, 48th in 
education.”

New York CitY.
Even before the rally began at 4 p.m., 

hundreds of students had already gath-
ered in front of New York Gov. David Pat-
terson’s office in midtown Manhattan. The 
rally was co-chaired by March 4 Coalition 
members Larry Hales from Fight Imperi-
alism, Stand Together and Jackie Maria-
no, a Hunter College student and Gabriela 
activist. By the time the march stepped off 
a little after 5 p.m., a multinational group 
of at least 2,000 people, mainly students 
and youth, took to the streets loudly de-
manding full funding for education.

Participating on the march was a strong 
delegation from the Professional Staff 
Congress along with representatives from 
the Transport Workers Union Local 100, 
Bail Out the People Movement, Peoples 
Organization for Progress and other work-
ers and progressives in solidarity with 
students and teachers facing devastating 
budget cuts. The lead banner was carried 
by high school youth from Lyons Commu-
nity School and Pace High School. Once 
the march reached the Fashion Institute 
of Technology — site of a Metropolitan 
Transit Authority hearing — the police 
prevented the protesters from joining an 
outdoor rally of the TWU and from attend-
ing the hearing. Minor scuffles broke out 
between the youth and police for the next 
two hours. The MTA is threatening major 
layoffs for the TWU, the elimination of free 
MetroCards for students and more service 
cuts and fare hikes for the general public. 

Baltimore.
Upwards of 1,000 youth and students, 

the majority of them African American, 

held a spirited, militant protest at a ju-
venile detention jail. More than a dozen 
youth carried out a heroic civil disobedi-
ence action inside the jail, while many 
police looked on. There were no arrests. 
Organized by the Algebra Project, the 
protest by these youth and their support-
ers, including the Bail Out the People 
Movement, demanded that $100 million 
be spent on jobs and education for youth, 
not jails.

NortH CaroliNa.
At the University of North Carolina 

at Asheville, the campus chapter of Stu-
dents for a Democratic Society organized 
a film screening of “Walkout,” about the 
Chicano/a student movement in Califor-
nia during the late 1960s. At Salem College 
in Winston-Salem, Salem Against War or-
ganized a teach-in and community forum 
about public education, including attempts 
to resegregate the schools. North Carolina 
State University students organized a peti-
tion drive against tuition hikes and budget 
cuts, and dropped several banners around 
campus against education cuts.

At UNC Chapel Hill, students organized 
a week of action leading up to a demon-
stration on March 4. On March 1, the ad-
hoc March 4 coalition organized a street 
theater action on campus that showed the 
massive amount of student debt — on av-
erage $18,000 per student in North Caro-
lina. On March 3, a campus discussion on 
local and national education cuts and tu-
ition hikes was held.

About 60 students, workers, and fac-
ulty members gathered on March 4 for a 
“Funk the Cuts” rally followed by a march 
to the administration building. Chanting 
“No cuts, no fees, education must be free” 
and “They say cutback, we say fight back!” 
the march swelled up the front steps of 
the building. Once there, a group of nine 
students held a sit-in inside the building, 
presenting the chancellor with a state-
ment and list of demands, including chop 
from the top, no privatization or commer-
cialization of the university, an increase 
on corporate taxes to fill the budget short-

falls, and for full and equal access to edu-
cation for undocumented students.

The students read articles aloud from 
Workers World newspaper during the sit-
in, which ended after nearly an hour with 
no arrests. The chancellor agreed to meet 
with students to discuss their demands in 
two weeks.

The statewide coalition that formed 
around March 4 is building for another ac-
tion on March 9 at the meeting of the Joint 
Legislative Education Oversight Commit-
tee, where tuition hikes approved by the 
UNC Board of Governors will be voted on.

Detroit.
A diverse group of labor, community and 

students rallied at Wayne State University 
followed by a march through the campus 
with more students joining in. Chanting 
“Bail out the students, not the banks” and 
hoisting signs such as “Money for educa-
tion, not War,” “Cancel student loan debt,” 
“Schools, not prisons,” and “Jobs NOW!,” 
the march ended with another rally at 
the Detroit Public Schools administration 
building to protest the ongoing union-
busting, charter school implementation 
and privatization of DPS schools.

Speakers at the rallies included mem-
bers of the Union of Part-Time Faculty-
American Federation of Teachers and the 
American Association of University Pro-
fessors-AFT at WSU; FIST-Detroit; Mich-
igan Emergency Committee Against War 
& Injustice; Moratorium NOW! Coalition 
to Stop Foreclosures, Evictions and Util-
ity Shutoffs; Veterans for Peace; Graduate 
Employee Organization-AFT, University 
of Michigan Ann Arbor; Restaurant Op-
portunities Center of Michigan; Solidar-
ity; Critical Moment and BAM.

milwaukee, wiS..
A protest organized by the Education 

Rights Campaign at the University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee was physically at-
tacked by the police, resulting in the ar-
rests of 15 protesters. The ERC, initiated 
by Milwaukee SDS, consist of more than 
20 organizations demanding to lower 
high-level administrative salaries, democ-

ratize the school, and establish just policies 
for workers and students.

As the protesters peacefully marched to 
the chancellor’s office to deliver petitions 
and make a statement that students and 
workers will fight cuts, the chancellor and 
university administration locked their office 
doors, called the police, and then watched 
from their windows students being maced 
and beat up by campus police.

The 15 people charged with “unlawful as-
sembly” face a total of $4,255.50 in fines — 
almost a semester of tuition at UWM! Mil-
waukee SDS is demanding that all charges 
be dropped; an apology from the police for 
excessive use of force and for a public hear-
ing with the chancellor on the impact of 
the economic crisis on the university. Go to 
www.sdsmke.com.

BoStoN.
Teachers, students, community activists, 

bus drivers and unionists endured bitter 
cold winds at a March 3 protest and press 
conference in front of the Boston School 
Committee office held by the Coalition for 
Equal Quality Education. The rally opposed 
the committee’s plans to cut $50 million 
from the budget, close schools, lay off and 
fire teachers and expand privatized, for-
profit education at the expense of public 
schools.

The rally was chaired by Sandra McIn-
tosh of Work for Quality, Fight for Equity 
and the chair of CEQE. City Councilor 
Chuck Turner condemned the inadequate 
funding of education in the communities 
of Roxbury, Dorchester and Mattapan. 
He declared that charter schools failed to 
serve English language learners and special 
education students, and created a two-tier 
education system. The Bail Out the People 
Movement; Women’s Fightback Network, 
International Action Center, Workers World 
and other groups called for full funding for 
education; no to privatization and charter 
schools; money for schools, not bank bail-
outs and war; and no resegregation of the 
Boston schools.

Phebe Eckfeldt of the Union of Harvard

Hundreds of thousands mobilize to demand

Fund education, jobs for youth
Continued from page 1

 Chapel Hill, North Carolina .  Providence, rhode island.

 Boston los angeles

 San francisco .
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f.i.S.t. Statement: 

Solidarity with the march 4 National 
week of action in defense of education

ww Photo: John catalinotto

Larry Hales co-chairs rally in New York March 4.

Clerical and Technical Employees and Ed-
Childs of Local 26 Unite/HERE, Harvard 
Cafeteria Workers, linked the banks dic-
tating cutbacks and layoffs at Harvard to 
the bank privatization of public schools.

Miya X of FIST called on youth to par-
ticipate in the upcoming budget hearings 
and a demonstration on March 24. Andre 
Francois of USW 8751, the Boston School 
Bus Union condemned the attack on ser-
vices for the students, including transpor-
tation and limiting parents and students 
choices of schools to attend as a racist 
attempt to further resegregate Boston 
schools.

On March 4 more than 100 students 
rallied at the University of Massachusetts 
Boston against budget cuts and privatiza-
tion, layoffs and outsourcing. After a spir-
ited rally they marched through the cam-
pus buildings, garnering an enthusiastic 
response from students. Later, the stu-
dents participated in a teach-in on how to 
continue the struggle against budget cuts 
and fee increases.

loS aNgeleS.
Thousands of K-12 teachers and support 

staff joined the angry voices of the education 
community statewide to protest the serious 
cuts and attacks on free public education 
and other vital community services in Cali-
fornia. Elementary and secondary teachers 
started off the long day with informational 
pickets before school, some starting as ear-

ly as 5:30 a.m. Then after a 
full day of teaching, teachers 
spread out to various loca-
tions to join the protests.

United Teachers of Los 
Angeles already suffered 
losses of 1,000 teachers last 
year. If the district and state 
government have their way, 
student-counselor ratios 
will be 1,000-to-1, student-
teacher ratios will be 29-
to-1 for kindergarten-to-3rd 
grades, and the number of 
school nurses and librarians 
will be slashed. Go to www.
utla.net.

SaN Diego.
A militant and angry protest was held 

on the University of California, San Di-
ego, La Jolla campus in response to the 
latest racist outrage — a Ku Klux Klan 
hood placed on campus (Read article in 
last week’s Workers World). In mid-af-
ternoon in Balboa Park, several thousand 
students, teachers and area activists of 
all ages assembled for a rally and spir-
ited march downtown to the State Office 
Building. The level of militancy at the Bal-
boa Park rally, already high following an-
gry speeches and political presentations 
by youth rappers, became further ener-
gized when a large group of chanting stu-
dents from UCSD marched into the rally 
area. As they passed the city jail, march-
ers chanted, “Money for education, not 
incarceration!” Then, at the State Office 
Building, the crowd of nearly 5,000, over-
whelmingly youth of color, closed off the 
street, forcing police to redirect traffic.

ProviDeNCe, r.i..
Providence students, groups such as 

PRISM (Providence student and youth 
movement), DARE Youth, supporters in-
cluding Councilman John Lombardi and 
representatives from the George Wiley 
Center, and RI Tenants & Homeowners 
Association endured cold rain and snow in 
an action in front of the Providence School 
Department against plans to close seven 
elementary, middle and high schools over 

the next two years. Many of the students 
took the mic to decry the closings and to 
call for more funding for public education. 
Then, as James Brown’s music blasted 
over the sound system, they went onto 
Westminster Street waving their placards 
getting honks and ‘shout-outs’ from pass-
ing motorists.

The event was emceed by Jauz Everliv-
ing of The 420 Crew, which promotes edu-
cation with hip-hop culture. The event was 
co-sponsored by Save Our Schools Coali-
tion and The RI Unemployed Council.

Seattle.
Fighting against 26 percent funding cuts 

and a 14 percent yearly tuition increase, 
students walked out at the University of 
Washington. More than a thousand stu-
dents, joined by university workers, rallied 
on campus. They then marched to the near-
by business district. The action was called 
by the Student Worker Coalition, which de-
manded an end to economic attacks against 
students of color and low-income students. 
They also protested speedups and layoffs of 
campus workers. The action was endorsed 
by three campus unions.

uPState New York.
Two hundred students and their sup-

porters marched in the streets from the 
Liberty Pole to City Hall protesting the 
proposed takeover of the city school dis-
trict by the mayor. The community sees 
this attempted mayoral control as a first 
step in privatization of public education 
here. The march was initiated and orga-
nized by Rochester SDS.

SDS and the New York Public Interest 
Research Group organized a 12 hour sit-
in in the Syracuse University Bird Library 
calling for lock-in tuition rates, student 
representation on the Board of Trustees 
and a limit on administrators’ salaries.

Ryan Hickey, SDS spokesperson, said 
the money should go to teaching assis-
tants and graduate student faculty with 
low salaries and few fringe benefits.

In addition, protesters set up a “snow-
man army” in front of SU Chancellor 
Nancy Cantor’s office, to reinforce their 
demands. The sit-in also addressed the 
State’s $148.8 million in budget cuts to-
ward State University of New York.

At Onondaga County Community Col-
lege, current and former SUNY OCC stu-
dents and members of Syracuse Solidarity 
Network held a demonstration under the 
slogan: “No tuition hikes! We didn’t get a 
bailout!”

At Ed Smith School, local schoolchildren, 
parents and others rallied to protest 
cuts in state education funding. Rally 
organizers included Syracuse Teach-
ers Association and Citizens Action of 
New York. The Syracuse school sys-
tem faces an $18 million shortfall in 
its 2010-11 budget.

In Buffalo, a protest was held in 
front of the downtown Erie County 
Holding Center by the Erie County 
Prisoners Rights Coalition.

 Bill Bateman, Lydia Bayoneta, 
Sha ron Black, Ben Carroll, Sara 
Catalinotto, Ellie Dorritie, Judy 
Greenspan, Bob McCubbin, Jim 
McMahon, Frank Neisser, Bryan 
G. Pfeifer and Minnie Bruce Pratt 
contributed to this roundup.

Detroit .
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By Fight Imperialism-Stand Together
On Thursday, March 4, students, edu-

cators and community activists across the 
country took to the streets in defense of 
public education. Students also demand-
ed the cancellation of student debt and 
the right to public higher education.

This mobilization on March 4 was the 
first nationwide mobilization since the 
capitalist crisis began.

8.4 million jobs have been bled by the 
capitalist crisis. More than 6 million peo-
ple have been jobless for more than six 
months. Youth unemployment, for young 
people between 16 and 24, is at an all-
time high. Millions of homes have been 
foreclosed on and the rolls of the impov-
erished continue to grow.

And of course Indigenous, Black, and 
Latino people are hit the hardest, because 
of the particular history of the U.S., where 
race and class are almost synonymous.

The budget crisis is the newest tornado 
from the cyclonic capitalist crisis. Forty-
three states plus the District of Columbia 
have cut their budgets. It is expected that, 
for fiscal year 2011, the total deficit for 
states will be $180 billion, and that the 
budget crisis, which is expected to last 

until 2014, could lead to the loss of an-
other 900,000 jobs.

Thirty-six states have cut higher educa-
tion and 27 states, including the District of 
Columbia, have cut K-12 spending. These 
education cuts have led to an increase in 
tuition, layoffs and furloughs, cuts in pro-
grams and expanding class sizes. This will 
only get worse as state governments plan 
for new rounds of cuts with proposals for 
fiscal year 2011.

Along with the crisis in the states’ 
budgets, there is the crisis in the federal 
budget. The Obama administration has 
already announced a spending freeze on 
everything but the military.

Another specter haunts, though — one 
that cannot be tied necessarily to the bud-
gets but definitely to the capitalist system 
— and that is the race to privatize public 
education. Bourgeois economist Milton 
Friedman, who died in 2006 and was a 
proponent of vouchers — which is all but 
a deceased argument — had been propos-
ing privatizing public education for many 
years.

In a 1995 article for the Washington 
Post he laid the necessity for the privati-

zation of the public school system on the 
changing global reality, that the techno-
logical revolution and the political cli-
mate necessitated the push for a “private 
for-profit industry.”

Though the argument for a voucher sys-
tem is no longer around, since the 1990s 
there has been an increase in privatizing 
the public school system through charter-
ization.

Charter schools are being used as the 

answer to a crumbling public school sys-
tem. Thousands of charter schools op-
erate around the country and wealthy 
forces, such as the Walton family and Bill 
Gates, are behind the movement.

Charter schools receive public monies 
and can receive private donations as well 
and a charter can be gotten by a commu-
nity group, foundation, NGO or a group 
of individuals. They can operate outside 
of the public school system and can opt 

(continued on page 7)
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By fight imperialism, Stand together
raleigh, N.C.

The looming threat of a return to the 
dark days of Jim Crow segregation has 
ignited a broad struggle against the racist 
new Raleigh school board majority.

On March 23, the board was scheduled 
to take the second of two votes needed to 
dismantle the system’s busing program 
and move to a “neighborhood schools” 
model. It would mean the resegregation 
of the school system.

With less than 24 hours notice, the 
board instituted a number of restrictions 
in access to the meeting, including: tak-
ing seats out of the already insufficient 
seating area; requiring the public to get a 
ticket for the meeting at 10 a.m. and then 
stay in the building until 3 p.m. or forfeit 
the ticket; bringing in dozens of cops and 
security guards, and erecting a barricade 
between the board and the public.

It was all designed to stifle the over-
whelming opposition to their agenda.

When the board decided to cut off 
public comment and begin voting on the 
resegregation plans, a group of nearly 70 
high school students attempted to make 
their way into the meeting.

After being shut out by a line of cops, 
the students began a spirited sit-in right 
outside the meeting room, chanting, 
“Shut it down! No segregation in our 
town!”

Parents, teachers and community 
members from several different pro-

gressive and civil rights organiza-
tions immediately joined the stud-
ents in the hallway, taking their lead.

The sit-in forced the board into 
recess. Chair Ron Margiotta came 
out to the hallway to tell students to 
“respect the process.” He was dro-
wned out as the students began to 
chant, “Hey hey, ho ho! Pope Fou-
ndation’s got to go!” This ultra-right 
foundation is the funder of the ra-
cist new majority on the board and 
architect of a 30-year plan to 
dismantle public education.

resistance continues despite arrests

One student was arrested in the 
hallway and the rest were kicked out 
of the building by the cops. But that 
did not dampen the energy of the de-
monstrators, who continued to rally 
outside for nearly two and a half hours. 
Two more arrests were made outside as 
students attempted 
to reenter the building and make  their 
voices heard before the vote.

Because of the size and scope of the 
demonstration, as well as the broad base 
of organizations represented, the story 
was covered in numerous major news 
outlets around the country. National 
media has been forced to report on the 
issue for what it is: a powerful anti-racist 
struggle waged by the community that 
exposes the clear connections between 
this racist school board majority and the 
larger power brokers at play.

After 30 years of solid community 
backing of the busing program, the new 
majority on the school board, dubbed 
the Resegregationist 5, was elected in an 
off-year of the staggered election cycle by 
only 5 percent of registered voters.

Behind this carefully orchestrated plan 
to destroy public education are some 
of the richest conservatives in North 
Carolina: Art Pope of the John W. Pope 
Foundation, Robert Luddy of the Civitas 
Institute, and Americans for Prosperity, 
the group behind the right-wing “Tea 
Party” protests.

Ron Margiotta, chair of the school 
board, also sits on the board of trustees 

for Thales Academy, a private school in 
Apex, a suburb of Raleigh.

It is clear that this is a battle of ideol-
ogy, not fact. The election of the new ma-
jority is but another piece in the master 
plan of Pope and his cohorts to spread 
their right-wing agenda to public educa-
tion and to ultimately put education into 
the hands of private interests. They have 
already been behind dismantling the 
Women and Gender Studies Program 
at North Carolina State University and 
funding “Western Studies” programs in 
public universities.

The all-white majority was elected on a 
promise to dismantle the busing system 
in Wake County and implement a pro-
gram they call “neighborhood schools,” 
which is nothing but a thinly veiled 
disguise for resegregation.

If the shift to “neighborhood schools” 
is allowed to reach its conclusion, there 
will be a two-tiered education system in 
Wake County: well-funded, less-crowded 
schools with mostly affluent white stu-
dents, and poorly funded, overcrowded, 
high-poverty schools in Black and 
Latino/a communities. In effect, a return 
to the ugly, segregated past of Jim Crow.

This attack on oppressed people and 
communities in Wake County, which 
would devastate the quality of education 
available to Black and Latino/a students 
in the county, has galvanized the NAACP 
and other organizations to mount strong 
opposition to this plan.

Struggle to end resegregation

Fifty years ago, students stood up 
to fight back against racist, Jim Crow 
segregation in the U.S. South, ushering 
in a landslide of historic and monumen-
tal changes in society. Today, students 
are taking action to defend those gains 
and the right of all students to a quality, 
public education from the attacks of the 
right-wing, Resegregationist 5.

The new majority has faced over-
whelming opposition every step of the 
way as evidenced by the bold action tak-
en at the school board meeting on March 
23. Despite the fact that the new major-
ity passed the resolution to begin the 
transition to “neighborhood schools,” the 
struggle led by students opened political 
space and emboldened the board minor-
ity to propose and pass two amendments 
to the resolution.

This fight is only in its early stages. If 
the action at the March 23 school board 
meeting is any indication, students and 
community members are committed to 
continuing to build the struggle to stop 
resegregation. The newly installed right-
wing board’s plan to move to “neighbor-
hood schools” will not remain in the face 
of united community resistance.

We say no to Jim Crow — we won’t go 
back!

Fighting north Carolina resegregation 

racist school plan ignites struggle 

Bangladesh students celebrate 
worldwide struggle
By Larry Hales 
Dhaka, Bangladesh 

Fight Imperialism, Stand Together 
(FIST), along with the All India Demo-
cratic Students Organization and All 
Nepal National Independent Students 
Union (Revolutionary), was invited to 
attend the end of the 25th anniversary 
celebrations of the Socialist Students 
Front of Bangladesh.

The Socialist Students Front, the youth 
and student organization of the Social-
ist Party of Bangladesh, was founded in 
1984. That was thirteen years after Ban-
gladesh won independence from Pakistan 
through armed struggle, in response to 
the Pakistani government’s 
repression and its neglect 
following a devastating 
cyclone.

The SSF has tens of thou-
sands of activists around the 
country. This was evident 
in the many thousands who 
attended the rally and march 
in the Bangladesh capital of 
Dhaka on March 31.

The rally was held at the 
University of Dhaka and 
the march proceeded from 
there through the city. The 
thousands of students, many carrying red 
flags, wound through the streets, blocking 
traffic and inspiring many onlookers with 
militant chants for socialism and against 
U.S. imperialism.

The international participants engaged 
with student activists from throughout 
the country, from Dhaka to Syhlet and 
Chittagong. The theme for the new era of 
activism, ushered in after the end of the 
25th year celebration is “A New Era of 

Student Movement,” whose 
goal is to win education as a 
right for all.

Panels were set up so 
the guests could engage 
with Bengali students. The 
focus was the struggle for 
education in Bangladesh and 
across the world, even in the 
imperialist nations. Many 
of the students prepared questions for the 
international activists. These ranged from 
wanting to know about the various strug-
gles in India for education and against 
Indian expansionism to the struggle in 
Nepal for socialism, to the success of the 
March 4 Day of Action to Defend Educa-

tion in the U.S. and the left movement in 
the U.S. The Socialist Students Front had 
sent a solidarity letter to the activists in the 
U.S. organizing for March 4.

The international activists were able to 
visit many universities while in Bangla-
desh: the University of Dhaka, which has 
a rich cultural history and is one of the old-
est and largest universities in the country; 
Jahangirnagar University, which is the 
only school where all the students reside 

on campus; and Shahjalal University of 
Science and Technology.

The guests visited many other places 
as well, including a monument to the 
many who were killed in the national 
liberation struggle against Pakistan and 
in the language movement that started 
after Pakistan declared Urdu as the only 
official national language. This drew 
the ire of the Bengali people who were a 
nationally oppressed group with its own 
culture, traditions and language. Students 
from the University of Dhaka organized 
protests, even though the government 
had outlawed assemblies, meetings and 
protests to counter mass sentiment.

The activists also visited a tea field 
where they were able to talk to some of 
the workers. They are trying to organize 
those who toil under oppressive condi-
tions, working up to 12 hours a day, 
stooped over and forced to pick tea leaves 
rapidly in the blinding hot sun.

The international participants agreed 
to deepen their relationships as part of 
the international struggle to demand and 
win education as a right for all.

Representing Fight Imperialism, 
Stand Together (FIST) at the SSF events, 
Hales played a leading role in mobiliz-
ing students and youth for the March 4 
education protests across the U.S.

Larry Hales addresses mass rally in Dhaka March 31. Photo: SST-Bangladesh

FIST members organize march back into Wake Co. 
School board meeting on March 23, 2010 after 
several dozen high school students stage sit-in.  
Photo: Andy Snee



 lEFt hook Summer 2010 Page 7

hat’s so revolutionary about be-
ing an environmentalist these 

days? To a casual observer, it might seem 
that there is almost universal consensus 
on the need to address global warming or 
“climate change.” Sure, there are those 
on the right who continue to deny the 
existence of global warming, but faced 
with mounting and overwhelming sci-
entific evidence of this crisis, the ruling 
class has made its way into the “green” 
movement.

Everywhere you look -- television, 
movies, advertisements -- people are 
talking about “going green.” And, bet-
ter yet, there is an entire new industry 
developing to profit off this crisis, ready 
to pump a slew of new “green products” 
into an already glutted market. Ruling 
class politicians and polluting capitalists 
propose schemes like cap-and-trade: a 
system that would create an entire new 
market where the rich could literally buy 
and sell pollution!

Yes, the ruling class has so far come 
up with countless ways to profit from the 
mass concern about the environment. 
The question remains: Will any of this 
actually prevent global warming?

To answer this, revolutionaries should 
first study the cause of global warming: 
capitalism. For as long as capitalism has 

FIST Editorial
The key to a green planet: more red 

existed it has expanded ruthlessly and vi-
olently, without regard for the well-being 
of the vast majority of the earth’s people, 
much less for the well being of the earth 
itself. Can we trust capitalism to solve this 
global crisis that will undoubtedly lead to 
death and suffering for millions or work-
ers and oppressed people? Or do we need 
a new system to solve this crisis: one that 
is based on planning and on putting the 
interests of the earth and its people be-
fore profits?

To see how we could organize a society 
that could actually respond to an envi-
ronmental crisis, we can look to the ex-
ample of Cuba. After sustaining an enor-
mous decline in the size of its economy 
following the defeat of the Soviet Union, 
the Cuban people, under the leadership 
of a revolutionary socialist government, 
reorganized themselves and found ways 
to meet their material needs and expand 
their economy in sustainable ways. To-
day, Cuba is considered to be one of the 
most environmentally efficient countries 
on the planet.

We can live by the Cuban example as 
well, but we have to fight for it. The solu-
tion to a global environmental crisis is not 
through a system that puts profits first. 
We need a red revolution in order to have 
a green one!

W

By Jennifer waller , NYC fiSt

On Oct. 24, International Climate Ac-
tion Day, activists in 181 countries around 
the world participated in over 5,200 
events in an attempt to raise awareness 
about the threats of climate change.

In New Brighton, Australia, a huge 
drawing in the sand included text that 
could be read from the sky -- “There is no 
planet B.” In Mongolia men on horseback 
posed for a picture holding up a banner 
about climate change. In South Africa 
rock climbers hung banners on the side of 
a cliff reading, “[President Jacob] Zuma, 
climate proof our food and jobs.” An ac-
tion was held underwater in the Maldive 
Islands to draw attention to the fact that 
the Maldives is seriously threatened by 
rising sea levels in the Indian Ocean.

International Climate Action Day was 
organized primarily by a U.S. organiza-
tion named 350. The number 350 holds 
significance in the struggle against global 
warming because 350 parts per million 
of carbon dioxide is the limit that sci-
entists have identified as safe for our at-
mosphere. Presently the number is 387 
ppm.

Despite the fact that this analysis is 
scientific, and potentially difficult to fully 
understand, 350.org’s accessible web-
site has given people all over the world 
a number to push for and greater under-
standing of the climate crisis. As a result, 
International Climate Action Day con-
sisted of many groups around the world 
holding up 350 banners and standing in 
formations that from an aerial view read 
“350.” A group in the Philippines even 
grew plants into the formation of 350, 
and in Copenhagen the 350 emblem was 
mowed into a meadow.

Capitalism is to blame

Despite the ongoing grassroots efforts 
to raise awareness within the political 
arena, as well as with voters and consum-
ers, people in the United States seem sur-
prisingly unconcerned about the swift and 
imminent obliteration of planet Earth as 
a place that can sustain human life. A re-
cent poll by the Pew Research Center for 
the People and the Press found that only 
57 percent of respondents believe there 
is real evidence that the world is getting 
warmer—down from 77 percent in 2006. 
The poll also reveals that just 35 percent 
of people in the U.S. regard global warm-
ing as a very serious problem. (people-
press.org)

These alarming statistics come after 
years of grassroots and also mainstream 
efforts to get people to drive less, recycle 
more and bring reusable bags with them 
to the grocery store. Yet these efforts are 
not attacking the real problem. Often 
such “green” campaigns are run or spon-
sored by corporations such as Wal-Mart 
and Shell in an effort to implicate con-
sumers in the destruction of our planet, 
while the globalized capitalist system is 
the real culprit.

The possibility of sustaining human, 
animal and plant life on this planet is only 
possible if this system is completely over-
hauled or, better yet, dismantled. Though 
the people of the United States are sleep-
ing on this issue, the rest of the world is 
much more aware of the catastrophic ef-
fects the climate crisis will bring on all of 
us.

Unfortunately, reducing one’s carbon 
footprint by “buying green” will not save 
the planet. The people of the world must 
rise up against the corporate greed that 
has been killing the planet and its inhab-
itants for too long. Or we will all see the 
consequences far sooner than most of us 
can imagine.

what is the real culprit? 
Climate action day 
exposes dangers to 
planet

For Commander of the Revolution 

Juan almeida Bosque born feb. 1927 -- died Sept. 2009
By Larry Hales

May your bones
rest now comrade.
May they mingle
with the remains of
José Martí
and Antonio Maceo,
the other Bronze Titan,
whose shadow
leans its elbow
against Pico Turquino,
waiting patiently
for any invader
who dare arrive
upon the shores of Cuba.
 
May the years pass
with the dust of
the osseous matter,
as it falls into
your coffin, whispering
to the remains of
Ernesto Che Guevara,
he entombed in Santa Clara.
 
May we to the north,
our ancestors the same
muted ghosts,
our language bled
from our fore mothers by
the lash, the wounds
viscid and infected,
remember always
your sacrifice,
as an example,
your Africaness

shining Black
like Malcolm’s,
your Cubaness victorious.
 
May we share the victory?
 
 
May we look to the crossing,
that travail across
the Gulf and the Caribbean Sea,
borne on the back
of a feeble old woman,
the moans of the remains
of slaves the swells
rising and crashing
beneath you.
 
May we share
the experiences of the landing.
 
We can hear the dull pings
of empty magazines,
the sound of metal against
tree trunks, the heavy breaths,
the cries of dying men,
the buzzing of bullets --
they must have been
like lethal flies grazing your ears.
 
May we mourn you comrade,
flying our not woven
flag at half mast,
singing in remembrance
a pale anthem haunting
our resolve as
the martyrs we’ve
not yet lost.

March 4 statement 
(continued from pg. 5)
not to be overseen by the local school 
board.

These schools can be highly selective. 
They don’t have to provide special edu-
cation services or English as a Second 
Language. Around the country they have 
been pushed into the same space as pub-
lic schools and have ultimately pushed the 
public schools out, which is happening 
throughout the New York City area, espe-
cially in Harlem.

Charters also effectively bust teachers’ 
unions and on the average pay educators 
significantly less.

Naomi Klein, in her book “The Shock 
Doctrine,” exposes how disasters are used 
by capitalists to gain super profits on the 
backs of the suffering, using the disaster 
as the perfect opportunity to sweep in.

She uses the case of New Orleans as an 
example, which was the final project of 
Milton Friedman, who wrote about the 
state of New Orleans school system. Its 
conditions were exacerbated by Hurri-
canes Katrina and Rita.

Klein quotes an article Friedman wrote 
for the Wall Street Journal months af-
ter Katrina struck: “Most New Orleans 
schools are in ruins as are the homes of 
the children who have attended them. The 
children are now scattered all over the 
country. This is a tragedy. It is also an op-
portunity.”

The above is a perfect example of what 
Naomi Klein calls “disaster capitalism.”

There need be no other tag affixed to it, 
though. It is simply capitalism. Some of 
the most right-wing foundations, such as 
the Heritage Foundation and the Bradley 
Foundation — which poured millions into 
a campaign to dismantle welfare during 
the Clinton administration — champion 
privatizing the public school system.

Billions of dollars are spent on public 
education and the bankers and financial 
institutions salivate to get their hands on 
it.

Jonathan Kozol, in an article titled the 
“Big Enchilada,” writes about reading 
a stock market prospectus. “A group of 
analysts at an investment banking firm 

known as Montgomery Securities de-
scribed the financial benefits to be derived 
from privatizing our public schools. ‘The 
education industry,’ according to these 
analysts, ‘represents, in our opinion, the 
final frontier of a number of sectors once 
under public control’ that ‘have either vol-
untarily opened’ or, they note in pointed 
terms, have ‘been forced’ to open up to 
private enterprise. Indeed, they write, ‘the 
education industry represents the largest 
market opportunity’ since health care ser-
vices were privatized during the 1970s.

“Referring to private education compa-
nies as ‘EMOs’ (Education Management 
Organizations), they note that college ed-
ucation also offers some ‘attractive invest-
ment returns’ for corporations, but then 
come back to what they see as the much 
greater profits to be gained by moving into 
public elementary and secondary schools. 
‘The larger developing opportunity is in 
the K-12 EMO market, led by private el-
ementary school providers,’ which, they 
emphasize, ‘are well positioned to exploit 
potential political reforms such as school 
vouchers.’ From the point of view of pri-
vate profit, one of these analysts enthusi-
astically observes, ‘the K-12 market is the 
Big Enchilada.’”

Privatization has never made anything 
better. The capitalist system exists to make 
profit off exploitation and the products 
produced under capitalism are only for 
those who can afford them. The privatiza-
tion of public schools will not only threat-
en the livelihood of education workers but 
of students and will resegregate the public 
school system and further indoctrinate 
young people for certain positions in life 
and with the most backward beliefs.

To fix the public school system, the 
monies used to service debt to the banks, 
to bail out the banks and that go to wage 
imperialist war and plunder and for pris-
ons has to be used for social needs.

Young people around the world deserve 
new schools, the best equipment and the 
best opportunities and that can only be 
guaranteed under a new system, one with-
out the profit motive.

All out for March 4! All power to work-
ers and students!
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By Easton Smith

  In spite of mounting evidence, public 
outcry and an unspeakable cost to gen-
erations to come, most world leaders, 
especially those in the most developed 
countries, continue to commit themselves 
to a strict program of inaction concern-
ing global ecological crises and climate 
change. Like many political problems, 
we must look outside the realm of poli-
tics and understand how this 
problem is inextricably linked 
to economic theory and poli-
cy. As we demand that politi-
cal action is taken to stop and 
reverse the destruction of our 
biggest resource, the Earth, 
we must also reconsider how 
we value the environment 
and how we imagine a green 
society. 

  Neoclassical economists, 
following the free-market 
doctrines of Milton Freed-
man, Ronald Reagan and 
other right-wing figures, have 
effectively monopolized main-
stream economic thought in 
this country and the policies 
of international institutions 
such as the World Bank and 
the International Monetary 
Fund. This includes their the-
ories of how to value our en-
vironment and how to pursue 
(or more accurately, not pur-
sue) environmental policy. 
Just as capitalism tends to-
wards quick profits, low reg-
ulation and disregard for human rights 
and human life, capitalist environmental 
policies effectively delay serious action to 
combat climate change, deforestation and 
other environmental destruction. 

  Neoclassical economists look to the 
market and simplistic mathematical ac-
counts to draft environmental policy.  
These economists attempt to internalize 
traditionally externalized consequences 
of industry -- in other words, they claim 
to use accounting methods that take into 
account pollution, deforestation and oth-
er environmentally destructive practices, 
for which corporations traditionally do 
not take responsibility. 

  In theory, this approach would look 
at something like water pollution caused 
by an upstream factory, and analyze how 
to monetarily compensate for the pollu-
tion. They use surveys, statistics and ac-
counting to place a value on the resource 
or area that is being polluted. 

  As one free-market economist, Ron-
ald Coase, puts it, “If we assume that the 
harmful effect of the pollution is that it 

kills the fish, the question to be decided 
is: is the value of the fish lost greater or 
less than the value of the product which 
the contamination of the stream makes 
possible.” 

  There are many problems with this 
kind of cost-benefit analysis. First, this 
analysis assumes that pollution is okay, 
as long as it is compensated. This idea, 
reminiscent of corporations trying to cov-
er their eco-footprint by planting some 

trees, assumes that all capitals, whether 
monetary or environmental, are inter-
changeable. If this were true, you could 
justify cutting down the last standing tree, 
if the “price was right.” There is simply no 
replacement for our natural world, and 
we have assumed for too long that we can 
replace plants with computers, animals 
with cars and water with houses, as long 
as the obscure “economy” is growing. 

  Beyond this simple problem of re-
placement, the accounting method itself 
is faulty at best and completely wrong at 
worst. For example, if we take Coase’s 
model and try to price the fish, we have 
to look at a number of factors. For in-
stance, how much do people value know-
ing that fish simply exist? Or, how many 
people will lose their livelihood if the fish 
go extinct, and how many people’s lives 
will that loss of livelihood effect, from 
families to entire economies? What will 
happen to the fish population’s natural 
predators and dependants in the ecosys-
tem, and the people who rely on those 
species’ existence? There’s simply no way 

to be certain. This uncertainty extends 
and increases into the future. There is no 
knowing what use these fish might have 
meant to future humans, the future eco-
system and future species. 

  Even if one can somehow overcome 
these obstacles to find a just price for the 
stream’s fish, what about the harmful ef-
fects on humans, birds and the soil? Fur-
ther, once you find a price, how can you 
be sure that it gets distributed to the peo-
ple who deserve it, especially those who 
aren’t born yet? 

  What we are facing is a world where 
capitalist economists act behind the 
scenes of institutions and governments to 
under-price our environment and effec-
tively sell it away for pennies, while the 

rest of us suffer the consequences. Many 
argue that this problem can be solved 
by further regulation of corporations 
and through new market-based mecha-
nisms of distributing pollution credits. 
However these types of “solutions” will 
only prolong real steps towards redefin-
ing our economy around a green model, 
which can only happen if we manage to 
dismantle the underlying mechanisms of 
advanced capitalism. 

  When Democratic senators and sup-
posedly left-leaning economists talk 
about ideas like carbon credits and the 
creation of a carbon-market, they are 
simply ignoring the source of the prob-
lem: capitalist expansion and the profit 
motive. Surely we should not go on letting 
corporations pollute the air without pun-
ishment. However, creating a new carbon 
market does not act as a true deterrent 
or punishment for pollution. By giving 
companies permits to pollute, for free or 
a small fee, governments are creating an 
illusion of improvement. A carbon mar-

ket will allow the largest and most pollut-
ing companies to effectively buy their way 
out of their responsibility to the planet 
and its people. Such a system would al-
low extremely destructive projects, such 
as the tar sands oil extraction in Canada, 
to continue. It will also create another 
unstable market in our economy; we all 
know how well that has worked out over 
on Wall Street. 

  By supporting old habits with new and 
unstable mechanisms, such as carbon 
trading, we are wasting valuable time and 
moving towards a more catastrophic prob-
lem. Neoclassical and other mainstream 
economists have thus far been either too 
caught up in their free-market ideology 
or too afraid to suggest radical change. 

They do not challenge 
the model that we, at 
least we in the “devel-
oped nations,” have 
been following for the 
last 200 years. How-
ever, this model has 
resulted in our current 
ecological (not to men-
tion economic) crises 
and we must recognize 
that “solutions” based 
on this same systemic 
model cannot solve the 
crises. 

  We need to explore 
new and creative op-
tions for structuring 
our economy, ones that 
firmly reject reckless 
profit seeking and the 
mantra of continuous 
growth. We obviously 
cannot continue to 
consume and destroy 
our environment at the 
rate we have; it is sim-
ply and conclusively 
suicidal. Solar panels, 

windmills, and sustainable products can 
be created as we create new middle class 
jobs; our infrastructure can be recreated 
in a green design by the currently unem-
ployed; we can begin to plant new forests 
and stop cutting old ones down. However, 
these ventures are not possible without 
cooperation between people and nations. 

  This kind of unity is not easy when 
multinationals are racing to the bottom; 
it is not easy when powerful companies 
put profits before the earth, human be-
ings, and all else. But with a combined 
force of students, unemployed workers, 
poor people, young people, factory work-
ers, loggers, environmentalists, socialists 
and all people who face disproportional 
negative effects of ecological destruction, 
yet reap none of the “benefits,” we can 
overturn global capital and create a new 
green economy.

Easton is a FIST member in the New 
York City chapter

his ground-breaking book is a compila-
tion of 25 articles about how the Cuban 

Revolution has worked to overturn prejudice 
against same-sex love from the colonial and 
imperial eras. This never-before-compiled in-
formation offers a factual vista on the trajec-
tory of progress of the Cuban Revolution. It’s a 
must-read to understand the revolutionary 
process required to uproot prejudice. Order 
at  www. LeftBooks.com

in defense of 

Capitalism and the 
environment
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By Natalie Goncharov

  In 1960, the United States imposed 
a financial blockade against Cuba bar-
ring U.S. businesses from selling goods 
to or buying them from Cuba. The U.S., 
through threats and intimidation, also 
discouraged other countries from trad-
ing with Cuba. This diminished the 
amount of imports Cuba was able to 
receive. Later, the defeat of the Soviet 
Union, which led to the collapse of the 
COMECON (The Economic Organiza-
tion of Communist States), brought the 
import of goods to Cuba close to an ab-
solute halt. 

  These historic events had immediate 
detrimental health effects on Cuban so-
ciety, forcing the small island nation to 
become self-sufficient in providing basic 
needs, such as food, almost overnight. 
Productivity in agricultural exports be-
came far more expensive. Unsustainable 
agricultural practices were wiped out 
from the island out of necessity. Cubans 
had to quickly resolve the question of 
how to feed their own people. 

  The system of Participatory Plant 
Breeding, where agricultural scientists 
work with farmers to determine better 
methods of growing and breeding vari-
ous varieties of fruits and vegetables, 
allowed Cuba to recreate its agricultural 
systems and rid itself of its historical 
dependency on foreign imports. In fact, 
Cuba’s new system of plant breeding, 
necessitated by a lack of modern agricul-
tural products such as chemical fertiliz-
ers and gasoline, has led to a substantial 
increase in organic farming. Cuba has 
seen these new methods lead to higher 
yields and more varieties of agricultural 
products than were grown with agro-
chemicals.

  Although the door was closed for 
Cuba to participate in the internation-
al economic system, a new door was 
opened for the creation of a sustain-
able and reliable local economy.  Hard 
work and sacrifice allowed the Cuban 
people to set an example for the world 
on sustainable living practices. With the 
support of the government, sustainable 
ecology education increased in schools 
and in the newly erected small farms 
and urban gardens. Local innovation re-

Cuban farming shows the way to 
a greener world

placed imported goods as a key factor in 
running Cuba’s agricultural system. 

  The majority of the knowledge ac-
quired was derived from farming prac-
tices before the 1900s.  By looking to 
their ancestors and incorporating pre-
industrial techniques with local innova-
tion, Cubans were able to increase the 
productivity of farming. 

  Sustainable agricultural practices 
increased biodiversity while eliminat-
ing hazardous imported chemicals. Bio-
diversity decreased the possibility of a 
threat to local food supplies through 
agricultural crises. The inability to im-
port agricultural chemicals forced farm-
ers to create natural forms of pesticides. 
Natural pesticides created less crop vul-
nerability and provided higher yields of 
production. 

  Many local small farms and urban 
gardens were created to replace some 
of the old machinery and fertilizer-de-
pendant large farms. In the urban en-
vironment, lots were turned into farms 
and rooftops were turned into gar-
dens. The government 
helped in this process by 
re-distributing land to 
farms and cooperatives. 
Manual labor took over 
conventional machinery 
that people were used to. 
The labor-intensive work 
made it hard to compete 
economically with other 
Caribbean countries. 
However, local food sup-
plies were used to serve 
local needs only – making 
the process very efficient.  
Local farming generated sufficient funds 
for farm workers and made farming a 
desirable job. 

  Lack of oil for agricultural machinery 
and cars forced people to make healthier 
lifestyle decisions, such as biking and 
farming. 

  Would the agricultural industry in 
the U.S. be capable of transforming as 
thoroughly and efficiently as Cuba’s 
farming did should it face a similar loss 
of resources, such as fossil fuels? The 
Cuban farming system is an example 
to the whole world of what can happen 
when all of society comes together, from 

farmers and scientists to students and 
the government, to solve a basic social 
problem without any profit interests in-
volved. 

  The people of the U.S. would have to 
be prepared to turn back the dangerous 
tide of agribusiness in the United States, 

which has had an ex-
tensively dangerous 
health and environ-
mental effect on this 
country. It is a profit-
driven industry with 
little regard to human 
needs, and it functions 
under the assumption 
that there is an unlim-
ited supply of fossil 
fuels. 

  The elimination 
of cheap oil globally 
is creating the begin-

ning of agricultural practices similar to 
those that Cuba has been long forced to 
implement.  Cuba’s agricultural prac-
tice makes it one of the most energy-
efficient countries in the world.  Imple-
menting these techniques on a national 
level would help slow down the trend of 
global climate change.

  It will take years of research and a 
huge challenge to create the kind of sus-
tainable agricultural practices that Cuba 
developed. It would be almost impos-
sible to mimic here in the United States 
without a 
f u n d a m e n -

An example of Cuban urban agriculture

“Haiti: A Slave Revolution, 200 Years after 

1804” was published in 2004 as a joint project 

of the International Action Center and the Haiti 

Support Network. It is not a traditional history 

book or textbook, but a people’s history. In the 

Preface the editors state, “This book is going to 

combat 200 years of racist indoctrination and 

propaganda about the Haitian Revolution. It 

is essential to challenge these stereotypes in 

order to build true, informed solidarity with 

Haiti. Currently out of print, “Haiti: A Slave 

Revolution” can be read online at www.iacen-

ter.org/haiti. 

HaITI:  
a Slave revolution, 200 Years after 1804

Available at leftbooks.com 
or at bookstores around the country

tal change in the profit-driven system 
of food production. For too long, U.S. 
farmers have been dependant on oil 
and chemicals to produce crops, even 
in small local farms and community 
gardens across the country. The people 
of the U.S. are also, in some ways, de-
pendant on the cheap produce that they 
are able to purchase from large farms, 
mostly because the U.S. agricultural 
industry has dominated the industry in 
such a way that consumers have very 
little choice in where their food comes 
from and how it is produced.

  If people really took the time to learn 
where our food comes from and how it is 
produced, it would be a lot harder to ac-
cept and ignore the environmental dam-
age our current system is producing. For 
too long U.S. agribusiness has concen-
trated on producing as much yield for as 
little cost with minimal regard to long-
term health effects and environmental 
damage. The Cuban example shows the 
world that, with planning that is focused 
on the long-term needs of society and 
not the quickest profit, we can build a 
highly efficient, healthy and sustainable 
agricultural system. We must come to 
our senses and learn a thing or two from 
the Cuban people.

Goncharov is a FIST member who does 
urban agriculture in the New York 
City. 
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1. The Right to Free Public 
Education and Job Training 
with Stipend

We believe that education at all lev-
els is a right and that this includes 
training in all vocational fields. Young 
people should be free to determine 
their career without fear of drown-
ing in debt incurred by rising tuition 
fees.

We believe that the great expendi-
ture on war, jails and prisons and on 
corporate welfare is a crime; and that 
these billions could instead partly be 
used towards providing education 
for all and guaranteeing jobs.

Education is a lifelong endeavor, not 
only to provide a person the tools 
to be productive in society, but also 
to connect a person and their sur-
roundings to events in history. We 
therefore believe that the long view 
of history and the science of human 
and societal development should be 
taught.

The history of all oppressed nation-
alities and the true history of coloni-
zation of their lands and subjugation 
of their people should be taught 
as well, rather than the oppressors 
slant on history that is taught in 
schools across the country. To this 
end, we support all oppressed peo-
ple and their right to educate their 
own people.

2. The Demilitarization of 
Our Schools

Today many schools, especially those 
in inner cities and neighborhoods 
of oppressed nationalities, look like 
prisons: bars on the windows, metal 

detectors at entrances and roving 
police patrols. These things are not 
conducive to a positive learning en-
vironment and serve to intimidate 
and criminalize young people.

Military recruiters should not be 
allowed access to young people. 
With college tuition increasing and 
access to loans decreasing, the mili-
tary option appears more attractive 
to youth uncertain about their eco-
nomic future and that of their fami-
lies. Recruiters spread lies to per-
suade youth to join a military that is 
used to wage war in the interests of 
a system that perpetuates exploita-
tion.
As a whole the No Child Left Be-

hind Act should be repealed, and 
especially the portion that allows 
recruiters access to students.

3. The Right to Healthcare

Millions of poor and working peo-
ple lack access to medical care, and 
the greatest disparity can be seen 
amongst oppressed nationalities. 

The resources wasted by the mili-
tary and the Pentagon for the aims 
of the rich and super rich could be 
used to provide a national health-
care system for every person in the 
U.S.

There should be a government 
healthcare program providing 100% 
coverage for all people, includ-
ing vision, dental, and reproductive 
health.

Such a thing would make insurance 
companies completely obsolete. In 
fact, health insurance companies 
view healthcare as a commodity 
and that is what it has become, in-
stead of a form of subsistence for 

oppressed and workers. As a right, it 
frees workers to be healthy, produc-
tive members of society.

4. The Right to Housing

Housing, as all things necessary to 
live a healthy life and maintain dig-
nity, is a right. Why should people be 
thrown out or evicted from their 

residence because of inability to 
pay? Why should there be millions 
of homeless people, many of them 
with families in tow when there is 
no shortage of housing?

Housing prices have become astro-
nomical and in many cases account 
for 50% or more of a person’s in-
come. Millions of homes and apart-
ments sit empty when there are 
people that could use them. This is 
a crime.

What’s more, landlords have be-
come increasingly restrictive in who 
they rent to, denying people based 
on credit scores or criminal re-
cords.

There needs to be guaranteed 
housing. A massive works program 
may not even be necessary, except 
to repair and make livable crum-
bling apartment buildings and public 
housing. In many cases, the govern-
ment can simply seize empty homes 
and apartments and move people 
into them.

And, seeing as the government owns 
75% of the country’s mortgages af-
ter having taken over Fannie Mae 
and Freddie Mac, an indefinite mor-
atorium should be issued and terms 
favorable to workers and the poor 
can be determined.

5. Stop the Raids and Depor-
tations

It is an undeniable truth that the 
people of Latin America, who make 
up the largest percentage of immi-
grant workers, are the original in-
habitants of the Americas. So to la-
bel any Latin American as an “illegal 

alien” is to wipe away thousands of 
years of history.

We believe that no human being is 
“illegal” except the imperialists and 
that as capital is free to flow–inter-
rupting the livelihoods of people 
across the globe–people should be 
free to travel, especially to escape 
conditions imposed upon them by 
the ravages of imperialist interven-
tion in their homelands.

We believe that all workers, be they 
from the Caribbean, Latin America, 
Africa, Asia or Europe are driven to 
the U.S. ultimately because of impe-
rialism.

We demand that the government 
cease all raids and deportations, 
which interrupt lives including the 
lives of young people, many of whom 
were born in the U.S. and are being 
separated from their families.

Immigrant workers should not be 
the scapegoats of the rich who 
want to drive down wages for all 
the oppressed and workers. This 
scapegoating is racist in nature and 
meant to pit U.S.-born oppressed 
and workers from foreign-born op-
pressed and workers.

6. The Right to a Job

The oppressed and workers have a 
right to employment. Many young 
people have dropped out of the job 
market altogether, because of the 
dim prospects of securing a gainful, 
well paying job.

A large swath of territory was dev-
astated by the deindustrialization 
period in the U.S. This did not have 
to happen. Oppressed people and 
workers should not have to pay 
for the greed and mismanagement 
of corporations. Those who work 
should be able to determine the fate 
of their jobs.

There is much that could be done in 
the U.S. A program of much-needed 
improvements in infrastructure, es-
pecially in the inner city, would pro-
vide for hundreds of thousands of 
jobs. Young people could take pride 
in being productive members of so-
ciety, instead of the dread that they 
face because of an uncertain future.

7. The Right to a Clean and 
Healthy Enviornment

Workers have the right to breathe 
clean air, drink safe water, and con-
sume healthy, untainted foods.  Cap-
italism has threatened this right 
through profit-driven industrial pol-
lution and the damaging effects of 
imperialist wars of conquest.  Young 
workers and students are particu-
larly impacted by environmental 
degradation as the true effects of 
today’s pollution will be felt decades 
from now.

We demand an end to the environ-
mental racism exemplified by selec-
tive enforcement of environmental 
rules and regulations in communi-
ties of color, the intentional target-
ing of these communities for place-
ment of polluting industries, and the 
exclusion of these community lead-
ers from regulatory bodies.

We demand worker and community 
control of industry for the creation 
of a sustainable ecology in contrast 
to the anarchy of capitalist produc-
tion.

8. Shut Down the Prison In-
dustrial Complex

As job opportunities, student loans 
and options in general for youth 
steadily disappear, youth are increas-
ingly being railroaded into the pris-
on industrial complex. In fact, pris-
ons and the military seem to be the 
most viable option for many youth 
in urban cities. Especially affected 
by the criminal injustice system are 
youth of color; lesbian, gay, bi and 
trans youth; and immigrant youth.

Rather than reverse this trend–by 
funding education, jobs programs, 
extracurricular activities and so-
cial services–federal, state and local 
governments can be seen pouring 
money into more law enforcement 
and more jails.

We demand an end to the crimi-
nalization of youth for the way they 
dress and talk; to the quelling of 
righteous dissent amongst youth 
and students; to police brutality on 
the streets and a racist and unjust 
court system. We further demand 
an end to the racist death penalty, 
and freedom for all political pris-
oners, including Mumia Abu-Jamal, 
Leonard Peltier and so many others 
who have been imprisoned simply 
for defending the rights of them-
selves and their communities.

9. Self-Determination is a 
Right

In the face of hundreds of years, 
since the very founding of the Unit-
ed States, of outright oppression 
and repression of communities of 
color throughout the U.S.–slavery, 
the theft of Native lands includ-
ing more than half of Mexico, the 
enforced sterilization of women 
of color, lynchings, concentration 
camps for Japanese Americans, the 
wholesale incarceration of people 
of color, and on and on–we demand 
the right of oppressed communities 
to determine their own destiny.

We affirm the right of oppressed 
communities to decide what is 
best for their own communities, 
and the right for them to fight for 
those rights by any means neces-
sary. We support any demands for 
reparations, in whatever form, that 
oppressed communities may make 

upon the racist U.S. government.

10. Defeat U.S. Imperialism

As we make demands for self-de-
termination within oppressed com-
munities in the U.S., we also affirm 
these rights for oppressed nations 
around the world, many of which 
are fighting valiantly against U.S. im-
perialism.

Wherever U.S. imperialism goes–
whether in the form of military, po-
litical or economic incursions–what 
inevitably follows is death, poverty 
and the destruction of cultures, in-
frastructures and economies.

We stand in solidarity with the peo-
ple of Africa, Asia, the Middle East, 
Latin America and beyond, who 
continue to resist the efforts of im-
perialist countries to exploit their 
lands and peoples.

11. Justice and Equality for 
All Women

Young women are living in a time 
where the rights that women fought 
and died to establish are being threat-
ened and, in some states, taken away 
all together. We demand and end to 
attacks on women’s rights and the 
establishment of social, economic 
and sexual equality for all genders 
and sexes.

We demand reproductive justice 
for all women including affordable, 
accessible and safe abortions, full ac-
cess to safe sex materials and com-
prehensible funding for childcare.

We must take strides to stop sexual 
assault and rape. We demand honest 
and in-depth education about rape 
and sexual assault for all youth. We 
demand free recovery programs and 
counseling, and full legal and finan-
cial support for survivors of sexual 
assault and rape.

We demand equal education for all 
sexes including equal access, support 
and encouragement in all classes and 
extracurricular activities. Campuses 
need to include anti-sexist trainings 
for all students.

Abstinence-only-education is pre-
venting schools from teaching all 
methods of safe sex and from creat-
ing programs for young parents. We 
demand inclusive sexual education 
and parenting programs for young 
parents in every school.

We demand equal pay for equal 
work, on the job childcare, paid ma-
ternity leave and family care days, 
and comprehensive programs and 
guidelines to prevent sexual assault 
on the job.

12. Safety and Equality for 
Lesbian, Gay, Bi, Trans and 
Queer (LGBTQ) Youth

We demand an end to the harass-
ment and the verbal, sexual, and 
physical assault of LGBTQ youth at 
the hands of police officers. LGBTQ 
youth are often stopped and forced 
to present identification to officers, 
especially if our gender identity and 
presentation is not that of our as-
signed gender/sex.

As a result of family disputes and 
sexual abuse, LGBTQ youth are of-
ten likely to be in homeless shelters 
or living on the streets, where they 
often have little to no security and 
support and are even more vulner-
able to assault and harassment. We 
demand funding for safe and accessi-
ble community housing for LGBTQ 
youth. We further demand afford-
able, accessible, LGBTQ inclusive 
housing on every campus.

We demand that LGBTQ youth and 
our allies be free to set up student 
organizations and events with the 
full support that any other student 
group receives. We demand LGBTQ 
centers on our campuses to pro-
vide safe space and resources for 
LGBTQ youth.

All youth need inclusive and com-
prehensive sexual education that 
focuses on the spectrum of sexu-
ality, sex and gender; prevention 
of sexually transmitted diseases 
(STDs), sexually transmitted infec-
tions (STIs), and youth pregnancy; 
and teaches about sex in a positive 
and realistic light.

We demand respectful and adequate 
healthcare, inclusive health clinics 
and full health coverage (including 
hormone treatment, surgery and 
therapy) for LGBTQ youth. We de-
mand all medical personnel receive 
LGBTQ inclusive medical training.

We demand job training and place-
ment, anti-discrimination and LG-
BTQ inclusion trainings for all em-
ployees and employers, and legal 
protections from employee-employ-
ee harassment/discrimination.

On the Necessity of the Fight 
for a Socialist Future:

FIST is a youth group that believes 
the eradication of all forms of op-
pression and repression is only pos-
sible with a revolutionary change in 
the social relations. While it is im-
portant to fight for gains and make 
material demands on the capitalist 
government, history has shown that, 
especially in times of crisis, capital-
ist governments will always seek to 
erode demands in the form of social 
services and that the capitalist class 
will always seek to take away gains 
won against them and increase ex-
ploitation.
     These demands are a platform 
for struggle, but can ultimately be 
protected from bourgeois reaction 
by overthrowing bourgeois society 
for a socialist future.

F.I.S.T. PROGRAM

f.i.S.t. in Haiti

For a week in April 2010, a 
FIST member from Boston, Jon 
Regis, traveled to Haiti with 
a delegation of mental health 
professionals from Boston. 

“The situation in Haiti is dire 
and needs our attention.  With 
our love and support joined 
with the strength and resiliance 
of the Haitian people, we will 
see a brighter future for this 
beloved country.”
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1. The Right to Free Public 
Education and Job Training 
with Stipend

We believe that education at all lev-
els is a right and that this includes 
training in all vocational fields. Young 
people should be free to determine 
their career without fear of drown-
ing in debt incurred by rising tuition 
fees.

We believe that the great expendi-
ture on war, jails and prisons and on 
corporate welfare is a crime; and that 
these billions could instead partly be 
used towards providing education 
for all and guaranteeing jobs.

Education is a lifelong endeavor, not 
only to provide a person the tools 
to be productive in society, but also 
to connect a person and their sur-
roundings to events in history. We 
therefore believe that the long view 
of history and the science of human 
and societal development should be 
taught.

The history of all oppressed nation-
alities and the true history of coloni-
zation of their lands and subjugation 
of their people should be taught 
as well, rather than the oppressors 
slant on history that is taught in 
schools across the country. To this 
end, we support all oppressed peo-
ple and their right to educate their 
own people.

2. The Demilitarization of 
Our Schools

Today many schools, especially those 
in inner cities and neighborhoods 
of oppressed nationalities, look like 
prisons: bars on the windows, metal 

detectors at entrances and roving 
police patrols. These things are not 
conducive to a positive learning en-
vironment and serve to intimidate 
and criminalize young people.

Military recruiters should not be 
allowed access to young people. 
With college tuition increasing and 
access to loans decreasing, the mili-
tary option appears more attractive 
to youth uncertain about their eco-
nomic future and that of their fami-
lies. Recruiters spread lies to per-
suade youth to join a military that is 
used to wage war in the interests of 
a system that perpetuates exploita-
tion.
As a whole the No Child Left Be-

hind Act should be repealed, and 
especially the portion that allows 
recruiters access to students.

3. The Right to Healthcare

Millions of poor and working peo-
ple lack access to medical care, and 
the greatest disparity can be seen 
amongst oppressed nationalities. 

The resources wasted by the mili-
tary and the Pentagon for the aims 
of the rich and super rich could be 
used to provide a national health-
care system for every person in the 
U.S.

There should be a government 
healthcare program providing 100% 
coverage for all people, includ-
ing vision, dental, and reproductive 
health.

Such a thing would make insurance 
companies completely obsolete. In 
fact, health insurance companies 
view healthcare as a commodity 
and that is what it has become, in-
stead of a form of subsistence for 

oppressed and workers. As a right, it 
frees workers to be healthy, produc-
tive members of society.

4. The Right to Housing

Housing, as all things necessary to 
live a healthy life and maintain dig-
nity, is a right. Why should people be 
thrown out or evicted from their 

residence because of inability to 
pay? Why should there be millions 
of homeless people, many of them 
with families in tow when there is 
no shortage of housing?

Housing prices have become astro-
nomical and in many cases account 
for 50% or more of a person’s in-
come. Millions of homes and apart-
ments sit empty when there are 
people that could use them. This is 
a crime.

What’s more, landlords have be-
come increasingly restrictive in who 
they rent to, denying people based 
on credit scores or criminal re-
cords.

There needs to be guaranteed 
housing. A massive works program 
may not even be necessary, except 
to repair and make livable crum-
bling apartment buildings and public 
housing. In many cases, the govern-
ment can simply seize empty homes 
and apartments and move people 
into them.

And, seeing as the government owns 
75% of the country’s mortgages af-
ter having taken over Fannie Mae 
and Freddie Mac, an indefinite mor-
atorium should be issued and terms 
favorable to workers and the poor 
can be determined.

5. Stop the Raids and Depor-
tations

It is an undeniable truth that the 
people of Latin America, who make 
up the largest percentage of immi-
grant workers, are the original in-
habitants of the Americas. So to la-
bel any Latin American as an “illegal 

alien” is to wipe away thousands of 
years of history.

We believe that no human being is 
“illegal” except the imperialists and 
that as capital is free to flow–inter-
rupting the livelihoods of people 
across the globe–people should be 
free to travel, especially to escape 
conditions imposed upon them by 
the ravages of imperialist interven-
tion in their homelands.

We believe that all workers, be they 
from the Caribbean, Latin America, 
Africa, Asia or Europe are driven to 
the U.S. ultimately because of impe-
rialism.

We demand that the government 
cease all raids and deportations, 
which interrupt lives including the 
lives of young people, many of whom 
were born in the U.S. and are being 
separated from their families.

Immigrant workers should not be 
the scapegoats of the rich who 
want to drive down wages for all 
the oppressed and workers. This 
scapegoating is racist in nature and 
meant to pit U.S.-born oppressed 
and workers from foreign-born op-
pressed and workers.

6. The Right to a Job

The oppressed and workers have a 
right to employment. Many young 
people have dropped out of the job 
market altogether, because of the 
dim prospects of securing a gainful, 
well paying job.

A large swath of territory was dev-
astated by the deindustrialization 
period in the U.S. This did not have 
to happen. Oppressed people and 
workers should not have to pay 
for the greed and mismanagement 
of corporations. Those who work 
should be able to determine the fate 
of their jobs.

There is much that could be done in 
the U.S. A program of much-needed 
improvements in infrastructure, es-
pecially in the inner city, would pro-
vide for hundreds of thousands of 
jobs. Young people could take pride 
in being productive members of so-
ciety, instead of the dread that they 
face because of an uncertain future.

7. The Right to a Clean and 
Healthy Enviornment

Workers have the right to breathe 
clean air, drink safe water, and con-
sume healthy, untainted foods.  Cap-
italism has threatened this right 
through profit-driven industrial pol-
lution and the damaging effects of 
imperialist wars of conquest.  Young 
workers and students are particu-
larly impacted by environmental 
degradation as the true effects of 
today’s pollution will be felt decades 
from now.

We demand an end to the environ-
mental racism exemplified by selec-
tive enforcement of environmental 
rules and regulations in communi-
ties of color, the intentional target-
ing of these communities for place-
ment of polluting industries, and the 
exclusion of these community lead-
ers from regulatory bodies.

We demand worker and community 
control of industry for the creation 
of a sustainable ecology in contrast 
to the anarchy of capitalist produc-
tion.

8. Shut Down the Prison In-
dustrial Complex

As job opportunities, student loans 
and options in general for youth 
steadily disappear, youth are increas-
ingly being railroaded into the pris-
on industrial complex. In fact, pris-
ons and the military seem to be the 
most viable option for many youth 
in urban cities. Especially affected 
by the criminal injustice system are 
youth of color; lesbian, gay, bi and 
trans youth; and immigrant youth.

Rather than reverse this trend–by 
funding education, jobs programs, 
extracurricular activities and so-
cial services–federal, state and local 
governments can be seen pouring 
money into more law enforcement 
and more jails.

We demand an end to the crimi-
nalization of youth for the way they 
dress and talk; to the quelling of 
righteous dissent amongst youth 
and students; to police brutality on 
the streets and a racist and unjust 
court system. We further demand 
an end to the racist death penalty, 
and freedom for all political pris-
oners, including Mumia Abu-Jamal, 
Leonard Peltier and so many others 
who have been imprisoned simply 
for defending the rights of them-
selves and their communities.

9. Self-Determination is a 
Right

In the face of hundreds of years, 
since the very founding of the Unit-
ed States, of outright oppression 
and repression of communities of 
color throughout the U.S.–slavery, 
the theft of Native lands includ-
ing more than half of Mexico, the 
enforced sterilization of women 
of color, lynchings, concentration 
camps for Japanese Americans, the 
wholesale incarceration of people 
of color, and on and on–we demand 
the right of oppressed communities 
to determine their own destiny.

We affirm the right of oppressed 
communities to decide what is 
best for their own communities, 
and the right for them to fight for 
those rights by any means neces-
sary. We support any demands for 
reparations, in whatever form, that 
oppressed communities may make 

upon the racist U.S. government.

10. Defeat U.S. Imperialism

As we make demands for self-de-
termination within oppressed com-
munities in the U.S., we also affirm 
these rights for oppressed nations 
around the world, many of which 
are fighting valiantly against U.S. im-
perialism.

Wherever U.S. imperialism goes–
whether in the form of military, po-
litical or economic incursions–what 
inevitably follows is death, poverty 
and the destruction of cultures, in-
frastructures and economies.

We stand in solidarity with the peo-
ple of Africa, Asia, the Middle East, 
Latin America and beyond, who 
continue to resist the efforts of im-
perialist countries to exploit their 
lands and peoples.

11. Justice and Equality for 
All Women

Young women are living in a time 
where the rights that women fought 
and died to establish are being threat-
ened and, in some states, taken away 
all together. We demand and end to 
attacks on women’s rights and the 
establishment of social, economic 
and sexual equality for all genders 
and sexes.

We demand reproductive justice 
for all women including affordable, 
accessible and safe abortions, full ac-
cess to safe sex materials and com-
prehensible funding for childcare.

We must take strides to stop sexual 
assault and rape. We demand honest 
and in-depth education about rape 
and sexual assault for all youth. We 
demand free recovery programs and 
counseling, and full legal and finan-
cial support for survivors of sexual 
assault and rape.

We demand equal education for all 
sexes including equal access, support 
and encouragement in all classes and 
extracurricular activities. Campuses 
need to include anti-sexist trainings 
for all students.

Abstinence-only-education is pre-
venting schools from teaching all 
methods of safe sex and from creat-
ing programs for young parents. We 
demand inclusive sexual education 
and parenting programs for young 
parents in every school.

We demand equal pay for equal 
work, on the job childcare, paid ma-
ternity leave and family care days, 
and comprehensive programs and 
guidelines to prevent sexual assault 
on the job.

12. Safety and Equality for 
Lesbian, Gay, Bi, Trans and 
Queer (LGBTQ) Youth

We demand an end to the harass-
ment and the verbal, sexual, and 
physical assault of LGBTQ youth at 
the hands of police officers. LGBTQ 
youth are often stopped and forced 
to present identification to officers, 
especially if our gender identity and 
presentation is not that of our as-
signed gender/sex.

As a result of family disputes and 
sexual abuse, LGBTQ youth are of-
ten likely to be in homeless shelters 
or living on the streets, where they 
often have little to no security and 
support and are even more vulner-
able to assault and harassment. We 
demand funding for safe and accessi-
ble community housing for LGBTQ 
youth. We further demand afford-
able, accessible, LGBTQ inclusive 
housing on every campus.

We demand that LGBTQ youth and 
our allies be free to set up student 
organizations and events with the 
full support that any other student 
group receives. We demand LGBTQ 
centers on our campuses to pro-
vide safe space and resources for 
LGBTQ youth.

All youth need inclusive and com-
prehensive sexual education that 
focuses on the spectrum of sexu-
ality, sex and gender; prevention 
of sexually transmitted diseases 
(STDs), sexually transmitted infec-
tions (STIs), and youth pregnancy; 
and teaches about sex in a positive 
and realistic light.

We demand respectful and adequate 
healthcare, inclusive health clinics 
and full health coverage (including 
hormone treatment, surgery and 
therapy) for LGBTQ youth. We de-
mand all medical personnel receive 
LGBTQ inclusive medical training.

We demand job training and place-
ment, anti-discrimination and LG-
BTQ inclusion trainings for all em-
ployees and employers, and legal 
protections from employee-employ-
ee harassment/discrimination.

On the Necessity of the Fight 
for a Socialist Future:

FIST is a youth group that believes 
the eradication of all forms of op-
pression and repression is only pos-
sible with a revolutionary change in 
the social relations. While it is im-
portant to fight for gains and make 
material demands on the capitalist 
government, history has shown that, 
especially in times of crisis, capital-
ist governments will always seek to 
erode demands in the form of social 
services and that the capitalist class 
will always seek to take away gains 
won against them and increase ex-
ploitation.
     These demands are a platform 
for struggle, but can ultimately be 
protected from bourgeois reaction 
by overthrowing bourgeois society 
for a socialist future.

F.I.S.T. PROGRAM

f.i.S.t. in Haiti

For a week in April 2010, a 
FIST member from Boston, Jon 
Regis, traveled to Haiti with 
a delegation of mental health 
professionals from Boston. 

“The situation in Haiti is dire 
and needs our attention.  With 
our love and support joined 
with the strength and resiliance 
of the Haitian people, we will 
see a brighter future for this 
beloved country.”
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           lucha contra la resegregación en Carolina del Norte

  Plan racista para 
  escuelas enciende lucha 

Por fight imperialism Stand together 

raleigh, Carolina del Norte

La amenaza de un retorno a los oscuros días de seg-
regación racial ha encendido una lucha amplia contra 
la nueva mayoría racista del consejo escolar de Ra-
leigh.

El 23 de marzo, la junta estaba prevista para el se-
gundo de dos votaciones necesarias para desmantelar 
el programa de transporte escolar del sistema y pasar 
a un modelo de “escuela del vecindario”. Sería la reseg-
regación del sistema escolar.

Con menos de 24 horas de anticipación, la Junta 
estableció una serie de restricciones en el acceso a la 
reunión, que incluyeron: sacar mas sillas del salon 
donde la cantidad de asientos ya era insuficiente; un 
requerimiento para los ciudadanos de sacar un boleto 
para asistir a la reunión a las 10 a.m. de la mañana y 
luego obligarlos a permanecer en el edificio  hasta las 3 
pm o perder la entrada, la contratación de decenas de 
policías y guardias de seguridad, y erigir una barrera 
entre el consejo escolar y el público.

Todo fue diseñado para sofocar la abrumadora 
oposición a su agenda.

Cuando el consejo decidió cortar los comentarios 
del público y comenzar a votar sobre los planes reseg-
regación, un grupo de cerca de 70 estudiantes de se-
cundaria intentó hacer su camino a la reunión.

Después de ser negados el paso por una línea de 
policías, los estudiantes comenzaron una huelga sen-
tada justo delante de la sala de reuniones, cantando, 
“¡Vamos a tumbarlos! ¡No a la segregación en nuestra 
ciudad!”

Los padres, maestros y miembros de la comunidad 
de varias organizaciones progresistas y de derechos 
civiles de inmediato se unieron a los estudiantes en el 
pasillo, tomando su ejemplo.

El Presidente Ron Margiotta salió al pasillo para 
decirle a los estudiantes que “respetaran el proce-
so.” Los estudiantes ahogaron sus llamados cuando 
comenzaron a cantar: “Hey, hey, ho ho! Pope Foun-
dation’s got to go!” (Traducido en español significa, 
“La Fundación Pope se tiene que ir!”) Esta fundación 
ultra-derechista es la financiadora de la nueva mayoría 
racista en el consejo y el arquitecto de un plan para 
desmantelar la educación pública en 30 años .

la resistencia continúa, a pesar de las detenciones

Un estudiante fue detenido en el pasillo y el resto 
fueron expulsados del edificio por la policía. Pero eso 
no disminuyó la energía de los manifestantes, que con-
tinuaron la concentración en las afueras durante casi 
dos horas y media. Dos detenciones más se realizaron 
afuera mientras que los estudiantes intentaron volver 
a entrar en el edificio y hacer oír su voces antes de la 
votación.

Debido al tamaño y el alcance de la manifestación, 
además de la amplia base de organizaciones represen-
tadas, la historia fue cubierta en numerosos medios 
importantes de todo el país. Los medios nacionales se 
han visto obligados a informar sobre la cuestión como 
es: una poderosa lucha contra el racismo librada por 
la comunidad que expone las conexiones claras entre 
esta racista mayoría del consejo escolar y fuerzas po-
derosas interesadas.

Después de 30 años de respaldo sólido de la comuni-
dad a el programa de transporte escolar, la nueva may-

oría en el consejo escolar, conocido como el “Resegre-
gationist 5” (como les llaman en Ingles.), fue elegido 
en un año del ciclo de elecciones escalonadas con sólo 
el 5 por ciento de los votantes registrados.

Detrás de este plan cuidadosamente orquestado 
para destruir la educación pública estan algunos de 
los más ricos conservadores en Carolina del Norte: Art 
Pope de la Fundación John W. Pope, Robert Luddy del 
Instituto Civitas, y los Américanos para la Prosperi-
dad, el grupo detrás de las protestas de el derechista 
“Partido de Té”.

Ron Margiotta, presidente de la junta escolar, tam-
bién pertenece a el consejo de administración de Thal-
es Academy, una escuela privada en Apex, un suburbio 
de Raleigh.

Está claro que esta es una batalla de la ideología y no 
los hechos. La elección de la nueva mayoría no es sino 
una pieza más en el plan maestro de Pope y sus sec-
uaces para difundir su programa de extrema derecha 
a la educación pública y poner la educación en manos 
de intereses privados. Ya han estado detrás del desm-
antelamiento del Programa de Estudios de la Mujer y 
de Género en North Carolina State University y la fi-
nanciación de programas de “Estudios Occidentales” 
en las universidades públicas.

La mayoría toda-blanca fue elegida con la promesa 
de desmantelar el sistema de transporte escolar del 
condado de Wake y aplicar un programa que ellos lla-
man “escuelas de la vecindad”, que no es sino un dis-
fraz para la resegregación.

Si el desplazamiento hacia las escuelas de barrio “se 
le permite llegar a su conclusión, habrá un sistema de 
dos niveles de educación en el Condado de Wake: una 
bien financiada, de atestadas escuelas con menos estu-
diantes,  sobre todo blancos y ricos, y otra con fondos 
escasos, el hacinamiento, y altos indices de pobreza, 
en las comunidades Afro-decendientes y Latinas. En 
efecto, una vuelta al pasado feo, segregado de Jim 
Crow.

Este ataque a los pueblos oprimi-
dos y las comunidades en el conda-
do de Wake, que sería devastadora 
para la calidad de la educación al 
alcance de estudiantes negros y la-
tinos en el condado, ha galvanizado 
a la NAACP y otras organizaciones 
para montar una fuerte oposición a 
este plan.

la lucha para poner fin a resegre-
gación

Hace cincuenta años, los estu-
diantes se levantaron para luchar 
contra el racismo, la segregación 
de Jim Crow en el sur de EE.UU. 

ini.
La nueva mayoría se ha enfrentado contra una abru-

madora oposición a cada paso del camino como lo de-
muestran las medidas audaces tomadas en la reunión 
del consejo escolar el 23 de marzo. A pesar de que la 
nueva mayoría aprobó la resolución para iniciar la 
transición a “escuelas de barrio,” la lucha dirigida por 
estudiantes abrió el espacio político y envalentonó a la 
minoría del consejo a proponer y aprobar dos enmien-
das a la resolución.

Esta lucha está en sus primeras etapas. Si la acción 
de el 23 de marzo en la reunión del consejo escolar es 
un indicador, estudiantes y miembros de la comuni-
dad están comprometidos a continuar desarrollando 
la lucha para detener resegregación. El plan de la nue-
va junta derechista instalada en el consejo escolar para 
cambiar hacia “escuelas del vecindario” no puede per-
manecer contra la resistencia de la comunidad.

Decimos no a Jim Crow - ¡No volverán! 

ciando una ola de cam-
bios históricos y monu-
mentales en la socie-
dadHoy, los estudiantes 
están tomando medi-
das para defender los 
logros y el derecho de 
todos los estudiantes a 
tener una educación de 
calidad pública de los 
ataques de la derecha y 
los Resegregationist 5

Chapel Hill, North Carolina. .
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