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       This summer has seen record-
breaking temperatures in many parts of 
the United States. It has been particularly 
hot for millions of young people who have 
spent the sweltering summer days hitting 
the pavement in search of a job, only to 
return home sweaty and still unemployed.
       Youth unemployment has risen by an 
alarming 555,000 over the past three 
months, according to the latest report 
from the U.S. Department of Labor. Even 
Labor Department statistics—which 
deliberately understate U.S. job 
loss—can’t hide the miserable fact that 
youth in the U.S. are losing their jobs at 
an unprecedented rate.
       The unemployment rate for workers 
under 25 years of age has increased by 2.4 
percent over the past three months, 

 

    

according to the Labor Department. In 
comparison, the unemployment rate for 
workers 25 years of age and older has 
increased by 0.5 percent in the same time 
period.
       These “official” rates are deliberately 
understated, as they count involuntary 
part-time jobs as full jobs and don’t count as 
unemployed the youth who no longer search 
for jobs because they know that no jobs exist 
for them. Real unemployment rates are 
much higher.
      Many of the low-wage service sector jobs 
that have historically been filled by younger 
workers are increasingly being staffed by 
older workers who have lost better paying 
jobs in the deepening U.S. recession.
       Young people of color have felt the spike 
(continued on page 9) 

Juventud Desempleada Encaran a un Verano Sofocante
Por Jaimeson Champion, NYC FIST

En este verano se han visto temperaturas 
rompe-record por todos los Estados Unidos. 
Ha sido particularmente caluroso para 
millones de jovenes que se han gastado el 
verano sofocante en la calle en busca de un 
trabajo, solo para regresar a casa sudado y 
desempleado.
     El nivel de jovenes desempleados 
ha subido a un numero alarmante de 
555,000 sobre los últimos tres meses, 
según el reporte más reciente de el 
Departamento de Labor de los 
EE.UU.. Hasta las estadisticas de el 
Departamento de Labor—que delib-
eradamente subestima  la perdida de 
trabajos en los EE.UU.—no pueden 
esconder a el hecho miserable de que 
los jovenes en los EE. UU. estan 
perdiendos sus trabajos a niveles sin 
precedentes.
     El nivel de desempleo para trabaja-
dores menores de 25 años de edad se 
ha incrementado por 2,4 porciento 
sobre los últimos tres meses, según el 
Departamento de Labor. En comparasion, el 
nivel de desempleo para trabajadores de 25 
años de edad o más se ha incrementado por 
el 0,5 porciento en el mismo periodo.
     Estas cifras “oficiales” son deliberada-
mente subestimadas, mientras que cuentan 
trabajos que involuntariamente son de 
tiempo-medio como tiempo-completo y no 
toman en cuenta en los datos de el desem-
pleo a los jovenes que ya ni buscan trabajos 
porque saben que no existen trabajos para 
ellos. Los niveles reales de el desempleo son 
mucho mas altos.
     Muchos de los trabajos de bajos sueldos 
en el sector de servicios que hístoricamente 
siempre fueron ocupados por trabajadores 
jovenes, más y más estan ocupados por 
trabajadores de más edad que han perdido 
trabajos de mayor pago mientras se ha ido 
profundisando la recesion en los EE.UU..
     Jovenes de color han sentido la alza en el 
desempleo entre la juventud con mas fuerza. 
Según un estudio recientemente publicado 

por el Centro de Estudios del Mercado 
Laboral  de la Universidad Northeastern, 
jovenes negros y latinos estan sufriendo 
niveles de desempleo real muy sobre los 
80 porciento. El estudio CEML concluyo 
que “jovenes negros e hispanos de bajos 
ingresos encaran hoy el equivalente de 
una Gran Depresion.”
     Entretodo, el desempleo juvenile estа 

mas alto ahora que en seis decadas, de 
acuerdo con el estudio de el CEML. Se 
encontro que solo 37 porciento de la 
juventud en los EE.UU. tienen empleos.
     Segun el reporte, los niveles de 
desempleo mas altos estan en las 
ciudades principales de los EE.UU.. 
Washington D.C. tiene el numero mas 
alto de desempleo entre la juventud en el 
86 porciento. Nueva York, Detroit y 
Chicago todos tienen niveles de desem-
pleo sobre el 80 porciento.
El alza en el desempleo no pudo haber 
llegado en un peor momento para los 
jovenes de clase obrera en los EE.UU., 
mientras que ocurre al mismo tiempo en 
que los prestamos estudiantiles se estan 
desapareciendo. La crisis andante en el 
mercado financiero ha hecho que los 
niveles de interes en los prestamos 
estudiantiles lleguen al cielo. Un numero 
creciente de jovenes obreros, particular-
mente aquellos que asisten a colegios 

comunitarios, no pueden accesar presta-
mos estudiantiles de ningun tipo.
     Desde Marzo, casi 100 prestadores han 
suspendido su participacion en programas 
de prestamos con intereses fijos respalda-
dos federalmente, segun la Asociasion  
Nacional para Administradores de Ayuda 
Financiera Estudiantil. Muchos de los 
prestamos con intereses fijos con que 

muchos estudiantes cuentan para 
financiar sus estudios este periodo 
escolar probablemente quedaran 
indisponibles en los meses porve-
nir. Estudiantes de clase obrera en 
busca de prestamos para la escuela 
estan encarando una situacion  de 
prejuiciosos rechasos automatico.
     El 28 de julio la Autoridad de 
Financiamiento Educacional de 
Massachusetts—quien asegura a 
mas de $500 millones en presta-
mos estudiantiles para mas de 
40,000 estudiantes—anuncio que 
iba a cerrar las operaciones de 
prestamos para el año escolar de el 
2008/2009. MEFA, por sus siglas 

en ingles, indico que las condiciones 
deteriorante en el mercado de capitales 
global es la razon de porque cerraron. 
Mientras que muchas de las mas grandes 
instituciones financieras en los EE.UU. 
estan en una carrera hacia la insolvencia, 
la contraccion de creditos subsequente se 
ha extendido a cada mercado de deudas 
desde prestamos de mortgage a prestamos 
de autos a prestamos estudiantiles.
     Lo tan absurdo que es un sistema 
economico que obliga que el acceso a la 
educasion dependa de en las cuotas de 
ganancias de Wall Street cada día se hace 
mas aparente. La necesidad de intensificar 
la lucha por la educacion gratuita y 
universal y mas trabajos para jovenes 
nunca ha sido mayor. Sin trabajos y sin 
dinero para el año escolar a venir, este 
verano a sido mas calientes y miserables 
para millones de jovenes. Es hora en que 
le subamos la candela a los bankeros, 
patrones y prestadores para estudiantes. 
   

FIST activists pictured (from left) LeiLani Dowell, Tyneisha Bowens and          FIST activists at Dyke march (pictured from left) Tyneisha Bowens and  
Julie Fry at demo in NYC demanding “US/CIA Hands off Tibet”,  and                Karina Mellos-Schechter carried signs that read “Dykes say ‘No to War on  
“Stop Attacks on China”.                                                                                                 Iran’” and “They say ‘Get Back’, Dykes say ‘Fuck That!’”

Nodutol contingent in No War on Iran march in NYC on August 2. Betsy 
Yoon of NYC FIST pictured in center behind banner (without sign).  



     However, before 
the Bolivarian 
process, Chuao was 
in extreme disrepair. 
The people lived in 
near isolation, as 
access to the rest of 
the country was 
tenuous, and the 
people lived in 
severe poverty. The 
roads were not 
paved, the septic 
system inadequate, 
leading to many 
illnesses, and the 
communally built 
homes were crumbling. The people of 
Chuao had no access to health care. 
They assert that they survived by 
practicing a “primitive” form of social-
ism.
     Their primary means of subsistence, 
fishing, was threatened because of 
bottom-trawling, a commercial fishing 
method in which a huge net is dragged 
along the ocean floor, destroying the 
seabed, killing coral, displacing boul-
ders and removing seaweed.
     According to the April 28 issue of 
Venezuela Analysis, “Restrictions were 
placed on trawling with the Enabling 
Law in 2001, forcing the commercial 
fishing companies to only use the 
method in deeper waters, thus benefit-
ing local fisherman.” The practice has 
now been completely outlawed under 
the new Law of Fishing and Agricul-
ture, passed in March.
     President Hugo Chavez said of the 
new law, “We have approved the law 
prohibiting trawling because we 
decided that what we had done was 
not enough. … We will help 
[commercial fishers] convert over to 
traditional fishing methods.”
     Because of the conditions imposed 
upon the people of Chuao—conditions 
that go all the way back to coloniza

tion, slavery and neglect by successive 
governments—the people of Chuao 
had begun to leave, putting the town 
and its culture in danger.
     But now the roads in Chuao are 
paved, as part of an ongoing process to 
revitalize the town for its original 
inhabitants. The septic system has 
been rebuilt. Houses have been rebuilt, 
and there is now a health clinic that 
provides free medical care. A fish 
house was built so that fish can now be 
frozen and stored, and the government 
has leased the people of Chuao boats 
at 1 percent interest to be paid over 25 
years.
     The cacao plantation is now in the 
hands of a co-operative of 130 people. 
Cooperatives can be entered into at 
anytime, and people entering can leave 
of their own will and take back their 
initial investment. The government 
issues loans and provides training and 
advice so that the co-ops can be 
productive for the members and the 
rest of society.
     On his show “Alo Presidente,” 
which was filmed from the beach of 
Chuao in April, President Chavez 
remarked on the increased production 
of cocoa beans there. Production went 
from 5,000 kilograms in 2005 to 
(continued on page 11)

 EYEWITNESS 
VENEZUELA (continued)

20,000 in 2007. “The production 
quadrupled, a growth of 300 percent, 
and that’s going to continue to go 
up,” he said. (Venezuela Analysis, 
April 2 8)
      Chavez also announced that a 
processing plant is being built in 
Aragua, so that instead of cocoa 
beans being shipped to foreign 
processing plants—where 60 percent 
of the beans harvested in the Bolivar-
ian Republic currently go—they can 
be processed by the people of Ven-
ezuela to the benefit of the same 
people.
      Because its infrastructure is being 
rebuilt, Chuao and its 1,500 inhabit-
ants can now flourish. Whether they 
stay or leave, the decision does not 
have to be made because of poverty 
and neglect. The unique culture-
including the feast of Corpus Christi 
where dancers dressed in costumes 
and devil masks dance to drum 
rhythms—can continue, thrive and 
develop alongside the material 
changes.

North Carolina People’s 
Assembly (continued)

residents by the end of August, and 
roadblocks will take place throughout 
the month in North Carolina, particu-
larly focusing on Alamance and Hender-
son counties.
       Sabra commented on the economic 
downturn and the need for more jobs 
that has created divisions between Black 
and Latin@ workers: “Meanwhile, the 

U.S. government is spending billions 
of dollars every day to finance Israel, 
the war on Iraq and now on Iran and 
building bombs. ... We need to stop 
fighting amongst ourselves for the 
crumbs off their table.”
      In a renewed spirit of unity, led by 
the Fruit of Labor cultural artists, 
assembly participants closed the 

Reserves in Alaska!
      ExxonMobil has spent 
millions of dollars to undermine 
and counter the scientific fact of 
global warming. While the hor-
rors of ecological disaster loom, 
ExxonMobil has funded efforts to 
deny reality.
     ExxonMobil is what the capi-
talist system is all about. Workers 
in Venezuela have realized that. 
The Chavez government has used 
the nationalized oil company 
profits to serve the needs of the 
people, thereby eliminating 
profits for the rich as the motiva-
tion behind oil production. As a 
result, in Venezuela, a gallon of 
gasoline currently costs less than 
50 cents. The revenue reaped 
from oil production goes to 
building schools and health care 
clinics, not to line some 
capitalist’s pockets.
     There is no fundamental 
difference between ExxonMobil 
and other major capitalist corpo-
rations. They all exist to make 
profits. Period.
     The workers in Venezuela and 
Bolivia had the right idea when 
they stood up and fought back. As 
workers continue to suffer here, a 
real and lasting solution to the 
economic crisis demands a 
struggle to smash these heartless 
bloodsuckers of the working 
class, take back the earth’s natu-
ral resources, and build a world 
where the ruthlessness, exploita-
tion, and corruption incarnated in 
ExxonMobil can no longer exist.

One judge of the revolutionary 
process ongoing in the Bolivarian 
Republic of Venezuela is how far it 
reaches. To understand how deep the 
process is, how far and wide-reaching 
the aspirations of the Venezuelan 
people are, one needs to look in 
remote areas long neglected before 
the revolution began. One needs to 
seek out a little town called Chuao.
      Chuao is not easily accessible. It is 
surrounded by mountains and 
rainforests to the south, part of 
Rancho Grande and Henri Pittier 
National Park, and by the Caribbean 
Sea to the north. To get to Chuao, one 
has to traverse mountains, pass 
through dense rainforests or go by 
boat from the beach of Puerto 
Colombia.for justice.
       With the attacks on the Rev. 
Wright, the continued attack on 
communities of color, an election 
season and a growing economic crisis 
that is sure to exacerbate misery for 
working people—now is the time to 
affirm the self-determination of 
oppressed peoples and stand 
together in solidarity with the Black 
struggle.
       Part of the state of Aragua, 
located in the north-central region of 
the Bolivarian Republic, Chuao is a 
fishing village known for producing 
world-famous cocoa beans.
     According to UNESCO, Chuao has 
been continually inhabited since the 
16th century. The population now is 
primarily Afro-Venezuelan, whose 
descendents were brought from 
Africa as chattel slaves by the Span-
ish colonizers.
     Many tourists flock to Chuao now, 
as it is just across the bay from 
Puerto Colombia, has a large Afro-
Venezuelan population and a distinct 
culture, and is renown for its cacao 
cultivation, with beans that come 
from pods that look like huge fruit.
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EYEWITNESS VENEZUELA: 
Bolivarian process revealed in a 
place called Chuao 

 

by Larry Hales, Denver FIST
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Reverend Jeremiah Wright

By Caleb Maupin, Cleveland FIST

Workers in the U.S. are suffering 
the horrors of an economic crisis. 
They are losing their homes and 
being laid off in record numbers. 
They are forced to pay skyrocket-
ing prices to fill their gas tanks 
and to put food on the table. But 
the big corporations and bankers 
aren’t suffering with them.
     In fact, ExxonMobil, the giant 
oil company, just reported the 
“largest ever quarterly operating 
profits for a U.S. company,” 
according to the Associated Press 
(July 31). While workers suffered, 
ExxonMobil raked in an unprec-
edented $11.68 billion in three 
months.
     ExxonMobil has another 
record—a record of crimes the oil 
giant committed against the 
people and the environment. 
ExxonMobil’s recklessness in the 
famous Exxon Valdez oil spill 
caused 11 million gallons of oil to 
be dumped into the ocean. The 
state of Alaska says this “is widely 
considered the number-one spill 
worldwide in terms of damage to 
the environment.”
     Record profits do not stop this 
oil giant from pressing for more 
and more wealth. Greed, the 
fundamental driving force of the 
capitalist economic system, is 
alive and well in the boardrooms 
of ExxonMobil. Now the company 
wants to revoke the regulations 
preventing offshore drilling and 
drilling on Federal Wildlife 

ExxonMobil gets rich, the earth dies

Larry Hales, squatting left, and Mike Martinez, center in front of banner, of FIST 
during U.S. delegation to Venezuela.

convention by singing: “We will not 
stand for exploitation. We will not 
stand for racism. We will not stand for 
injustice.”

The writer is a union organizer with UE 
Local 150 and with the youth group FIST, 
organizing high school students to fight 
against the war and military 
recruitment.



By David Hoskins

Washington, DC chapter of FIST

Workers inside the United States are 
suffering at the hands of a capitalist 
health-care system.
     A six-country study performed by 
the Commonwealth Fund found that 
the United States scored “particularly 
poorly on its ability to promote healthy 
lives, and on the provision of care that 
is safe and coordinated.”
     A 2008 study published in Health 
Affairs journal analyzed the health 
systems of 19 countries. The study 
found that the United States had the 
highest rate of preventable deaths 
before the age of 75. The study 
concluded that as many as 101,000 
deaths a year could be prevented by 
ensuring that all patients receive 
quality care in a timely manner.
     The human face of under-
investment in public health care came 
to light with the recent circulation of a 
video by ACLU lawyers showing 
49-year-old Esmin Green writhing on 
the floor and then dying in a Brooklyn 
psychiatric emergency waiting room, 
where she had been waiting for 24 
hours to be seen by a doctor.

Socialized medicine offers 
hope to workers

Right-wing politicians regularly call 
every government attempt at expand-
ing access to health care “socialized 
medicine,” as though that’s a bad 
thing. This is generally a mischaracter-
ization meant to derail even modest 
attempts at reform. Despite the 
right-wing’s pejorative use of the word, 
however, real socialized medicine 
remains workers’ greatest hope of 
health-care justice.
     Socialized medicine is a medical 
care system that is publicly financed 
and government administered. Hospi-
tals and clinics are government oper-
ated with doctors and nurses working 
as public employees.
     The Soviet Union established the 
early benchmarks for socialized 
medicine’s achievements following the 

1917 Bolshevik Revolution. After World 
War II, a number of European capitalist 
countries adopted some of the features of 
socialized medicine because of the 
intense competition between the two 
social systems that became the Cold War.
     Soviet health care was a comprehen-
sive system that provided factory clinics, 
industrial hygiene programs, neighbor-
hood polyclinics, and local hospitals at 
no cost to the patient. The Soviet health-
care system was recognized for the great 
strides it made in battling infectious 
diseases—such as tuberculosis and 
typhus fever, which had periodically 
ravaged workers and peasants in czarist 
Russia.
     A 2006 OECD report found that 
post-Soviet Russia’s move to a more 
market-based, insurance-driven system 
has proven disastrous, with declining life 
expectancy and dramatic increases in 
deaths from preventable diseases.
     The Cuban Revolution in 1959 made 
possible a complete overhaul and 
rebuilding of the medical system in that 
country along socialist lines.
     In 1960 revolutionary physician Che 
Guevara outlined the aims of Cuban 
health care in his essay “On Revolution-
ary Medicine.” Since that time Cuba’s 
system has developed into a pinnacle of 
achievement in socialized medicine.
     Article 50 of Cuba’s Constitution 
establishes free health care as a right of 
all citizens. World Health Organization 
statistics demonstrate the superiority of 
socialized medicine. Cuba’s infant 
mortality rate of five deaths per thou-
sand live births is lower than the United 
States, where there are seven deaths per 
thousand. Cuba has twice as many 
physicians per capita as the United 
States and its life expectancy is 16 years 
higher than the average in its region.
     Socialized medicine in Cuba has 
accomplished all this while spending just 
$251 per capita on health care, compared 
to $7,129 per capita in the United States. 
Cuba has protected the integrity of its 
health-care system even while enduring a 
punitive economic blockade by the 
United States.
     A 1997 American Association of World 
Health report titled “Denial of Food and 
Medicine” outlines the difficulties 

deliberately imposed by the United 
States on Cuba’s health system.
     In 1992 the U.S. Congress passed the 
so-called Cuban Democracy Act. It is 
little more than an attack on Cuba’s 
socialized health-care system, which the 
World Health Organization had praised 
in 1989 as a “model for the world.”
     The act imposed a ban on subsidiary 
trade with Cuba that severely 
constrains Cuba’s ability to import 
medicine and equipment from third-
country sources. Shippers are discour-
aged from delivering medical equip-
ment to Cuba by a provision in the act 
prohibiting ships from loading or 
unloading cargo in U.S. ports for 180 
days after delivering cargo of any type 
to Cuba. Licensing and other restric-
tions severely restrain even charitable 
contributions to Cuba.
     Despite these inhumane attacks, 
Cuba has managed to exceed the United 
States on key health indicators while 
sending thousands of its own doctors to 
provide medical care to the world’s 
poor and oppressed.
     “¡Salud!,” a recent film highlighting 
Cuba’s accomplishments in health care, 
estimates that this small country has 
approximately 28,000 health profes-
sionals now providing care in 68 
countries. Cuban doctors and nurses 
serve the poorest of the poor in coun-
tries like Honduras, Haiti and Guate-
mala. Another 21,000 international 
students are studying free of charge in 
Cuba’s medical schools on the condition 
that they provide care to underserved 
populations in their country of origin.
      Workers and oppressed people 
living in the United States would be 
well served by a socialized medicine 
system similar to Cuba’s. If the crisis in 
U.S. health care has demonstrated 
anything, it is that capitalist health care 
places private health industry profits 
before patient care in a way that threat-
ens the lives of many thousands each 
year and leaves many more in suffering 
and pain.

This is article is the final part of a four 
part series on health care in the United 
States. To read the rest of the series, go 
to http://fistyouth.wordpress.com

By Dante Strobino
Raleigh FIST

On Aug. 9 over 75 African-American 
workers and community activists 
converged in Raleigh, N.C., for a People’s 
Assembly. Initiated by the Black Workers 
for Justice, these assemblies are part of the 
Historic Thousands on Jones St. (HKonJ) 
movement that brought over 5,000 people 
to the streets in Feb. 2007 and 2008 
around a powerful 14-point People’s 
Agenda.
     The People’s Assemblies are an effort by 
coalition partners to bring this agenda to 
life in local areas throughout the state and 
throughout the year and to 
broaden the participation.
      The 14-point People’s Agenda 
includes a broad range of issues 
affecting the African-American 
community and workers, includ-
ing police brutality, education, 
health care, the war, the 
economy, reform of the electoral 
system and collective bargaining 
rights for public-sector workers.
       One highlight of the Aug. 9 
People’s Assembly was the large 
delegation of striking Moncure 
Plywood workers from Interna-
tional Association of Machinists 
Local W369 in Chatham County. The 
strike began on July 20 after bosses gave a 
take-it-or-leave-it last contract offer that 
would mandate 60-hour work weeks, 
weaken the seniority clause in a way that 
could lend itself to favoritism, increase 
health insurance premiums by over 300 
percent, give fewer holidays off and 
without regard to safety violations. Work-
ers also raised concerns about unfair labor 
practices.
       IAM Local W369 President Lewis 
Cameron expressed concern to Workers 
World that community members may 
think they were striking just to get more 
money. Although they deserve higher pay, 
he reiterated, “We are just trying to secure 
our rights to a decent job and to work with 
dignity.”
       The workers were received with warm 
support from other People’s Assembly 
delegates, who voted to participate in the 
picket line on Aug. 27, the day before 
Barack Obama is giving his acceptance 
speech, to mark the 45th anniversary of 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a 
Dream Speech” and to continue the 
legacy of Dr. King, who stood with 
striking workers in Memphis, Tenn., in 
the days before his assassination.
       Delegates broke out into committees 
based on areas of interest. The anti-war 
committee, led by Khalilah Sabra of 
Muslim America Society Freedom 
Foundation, discussed the escalation of 
war on Iran and the need to divert the 
Pentagon budget to address the peoples’ 
needs. When their committee was giving 
a report to the entire assembly, a long 
discussion about the role of Israel broke 

out. Many spoke out in support of the 
Palestinians’ right to self-determination.
       Members of the workers’ rights 
committee discussed supporting the 
Raleigh City Workers chapter of UE 
Local 150, which is struggling to get 
policies written by city management 
encouraging all city councilors and the 
city manager, Russell Allen, to meet and 
confer with elected union officers.
       The committee also agreed to 
support the mental health care workers 
in UE Local 150 struggling for a Mental 
Health Workers Bill of Rights; the 
campaign to assure a safe and just 
merger between two state psychiatric 
hospitals—Dorothea Dix and John 
Umstead; and for workers to be reim-
bursed, since the new BEACON payroll 
system that was rolled out in December 
has shorted hundreds of workers 
hundreds if not thousands of dollars.
      The local elections committee is 
working to assure that all have access to 

the ballots and that voter suppression, 
like that which took place in Florida in 
2000 and Ohio in 2004, does not 
happen to people of color in North 
Carolina.
       The anti-racist committee brought 
forth many issues of police brutality and 
the criminal “justice” system in the 
African-American community. This 
includes the brutal murders by police of 
Antwan Tomlin in Wilson, N.C., on Feb. 
1, 2007, along with the unjust incarcera-
tions of James Johnson and Amanda 
Council.
       When this committee was also asked 

to organize around justice for immigrant 
workers, a long, fiery discussion 
followed. One participant raised the 
myth that “they are stealing our jobs” 
and was answered by many others who 
denounced NAFTA and other “free 
trade” policies, the militarization of the 
border, racist media hysteria and the 
raids at workplaces and in working-class 
communities.
       Rukiya Dillahunt, member of Black 
Workers for Justice and one of the 
assembly’s organizers, added another 
interesting twist to the whole debate. 
Commenting on the deterioration of the 
economy and joblessness, she said, “You 
hear they are coming here to take our 
jobs ... what jobs?”
       Assembly attendees discussed the 
checkpoints being set up in their 
communities. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement officials have a goal of 
arresting 3,000 undocumented
(continued on page 11) 
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North Carolina People’s Assembly generates plan of action The health-care revolution workers deserve

People’s Assembly, Raleigh,NC August, 9
2008. Photo: Ajamu Dillahunt
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   Stop killer Coca-Cola: People’s 
   Tribunal prepares verdict in Colombia

.

-

FIST Youth Speak Out Young and Furious   September - October 2008                         page 4

Photo: Peter Gilbert, FIST

      

July 21—U. S. activists, including two 
members of F.I.S.T., on a delegation 
organized by the U.S./Cuba Labor 
Exchange and the International Action 
Center, joined 1,700 others here today 
for the opening of the Permanent 
People’s Tribunal in Colombia.
      This third and final session of the 
tribunal, which meets from July 21-23, is 
examining the role of multinational 
corporations, with the assistance of the 
Colombian government and paramilitary 
organizations, in the extreme repression 
of Colombian social movements, includ-
ing trade unions, students, Indigenous 
and peasants.
     Participants from around the globe 
will hear testimony from survivors, 
lawyers and researchers over the next 
three days.
     Adolfo Pérez Esquivel, an Argentinean 
and 1980 Nobel Peace Prize winner, is 
presiding over the panel of judges who 
will examine the evidence brought before 
the tribunal.
     Prior hearings have examined how 
foreign-owned agribusinesses have 
affected farmers and Indigenous peoples; 
the mining oil companies’ role; the 
impact of transnational corporate-
controlled development on biodiversity 
and the environment; and oil companies 
and human rights violations.
     In addition to the repression-  includ-
ing massacres, kidnappings, disappear-
ances and death threats—other abuses to 

      

,

in youth unemployment most acutely. 
According to a recent study published by 
Northeastern University’s Center for 
Labor Market Studies, Black and Latin@ 
youth are suffering real unemployment 
rates well over 80 percent. The CLMS 
research study concluded that “low 
income Black and Hispanic teens face 
the equivalent of a Great Depression.”
     Overall, youth unemployment is the 
highest it has been in more than six 
decades, according to the CLMS. It 
found that only 37 percent of U.S. youth 
are actually employed.
     According to the report, the highest 
youth unemployment rates are in the 
major U.S. cities. Washington, D.C., has 
the highest youth unemployment rate at 
86 percent. New York City, Detroit and 
Chicago all have youth unemployment 
rates over 80 percent.
     The spike in unemployment could not 
come at a worse time for working-class 
young people in the U.S., as it is occur-
ring at the same time that relatively 
low-cost student loans are disappearing. 
The continuing crisis in the financial 
markets has sent interest rates skyrock-
eting on student loans. An increasing 
number of working-class youth, particu-
larly those who go to community 
colleges, cannot get access to student 
loans at all.
    Since March, nearly 100 lenders have 
suspended their participation in feder-
ally backed fixed-rate loan programs, 
according to the National Association 
for Student Financial Aid Administra-
tors. Many more of the fixed-rate loans 
that low-income students are counting 
on to finance this coming term are likely 
to become unavailable in the coming 
months. Working-class students seeking 
loans for school are facing what 
amounts to a form of 21st-century 
redlining, that is, an automatic and 
prejudicial rejection.
     On July 28 the Massachusetts Educa-
tional Financing Authority—which 
secures more than $500 million in 
student loans for more than 40,000 
students—announced that it was shut-
ting down lending operations for the 
2008/2009 school year. MEFA cited 
deteriorating conditions in global capital 
markets as the reason for the shutdown. 

As many of the largest and most 
integral financial institutions in the 
U.S. continue to barrel toward 
insolvency, the subsequent credit 
contraction has spread to every debt 
market from mortgage loans to auto 
loans to student loans.
    The utter absurdity of an 
economic system that makes access 
to education dependent on the profit 
margins of Wall Street is daily 
becoming more apparent. The need 
to intensify the struggle for free and 
universal education and more jobs 
for young people has never been 
greater. With no jobs and no money 
for the coming school year, this 
summer has been hot and miserable 
for millions of young people. It’s 
time to turn up the heat on the 
student lenders, bankers and bosses.

Youth Unemployment 
(continued from page 1)

By LeiLani Dowell, Bogotá, Colombia Once more Georgia was launched into a 
situation of chaos and bloodshed. A 
new fratricidal war exploded with 
renewed strength on Georgian soil.
      To our great disappointment, the 
alerts of the Georgian Peace Committee 
and of progressive personalities of 
Georgia on the pernicious character of 
the militarization of the country and on 
the danger of a pro-fascist and nation-
alist policy had no effect.
     The authorities of Georgia once 
again organized a bloody war, feeling 
the support of some Western countries 
and of regional and international 
organizations. It will take decades to 
cleanse the shame poured by the 
current holders of the power over the 
Georgian people.
     The Georgian army—armed and 
trained by U.S. instructors and using 
also U.S. armaments—subjected the 
city of Tskhinvali to a barbaric destruc-
tion. The bombings killed Ossetian 
civilians, our brothers and sisters, 
children, women and elderly people. 
Over 2,000 inhabitants of Tskhinvali 
and of its surroundings died.
     Hundreds of civilians of Georgian 
nationality also died, both in the 
conflict zone as well as in the entire 
territory of Georgia.

     The Georgian Peace Committee 
expresses its deep condolences to the 
relatives and friends of those who have 
perished.
     The entire responsibility for this 
fratricidal war, for thousands of children, 
women and elderly dead people, for the 
inhabitants of South Ossetia and of 
Georgia falls exclusively on the current 
president, on the Parliament and on the 
government of Georgia. The irresponsi-
bility and the adventurism of the 
Saakashvili regime have no limits. There 
is no doubt the president of Georgia and 
his team are criminals and must be held 
responsible.
     The Georgian Peace Committee, 
together with all the progressive parties 
and social movements of Georgia, will 
struggle to assure that the organizers of 
this monstrous genocide have a severe 
and legitimate punishment.
       The Georgian Peace Committee 
declares and asks broad public opinion 
not to identify the current Georgian 
leadership with the people of Georgia, 
with the Georgian nation, and appeals to 
all to support the Georgian people in the 
struggle against the criminal regime of 
Saakashvili.
       We appeal to all the political forces of 
Georgia, the social movements and the 
people of Georgia to unite in order to free 
the country from the Russian-phobic and 
pro-fascist anti-popular regime of 
Saakashvili!

The Georgian Peace Committee

Tbilisi, Aug. 11, 2008

Unofficial translation by the Portuguese 
Peace Council, which was then edited by 
WW.

Georgians denounce 
Saakashvili’s aggression

FIST comrade LeiLani Dowell, second from left, and Berta Joubert-Ceci, far right, with Colombian 
flower workers.

the Colombian people 
have been noted, such as 
the elimination of whole 
Indigenous communit-
ies, destruction of the 
country’s biodiversity 
and the control of prices 
through speculation.
     Testimony was pre-
sented today by Sinal-
trainal, the National 
Union of Food Industry 
Workers, on the perse-
cution of trade unionists 
by the Coca-Cola and 
Nestlé corporations. 
Other speakers repres-
ented the Miners 
Federation of the Bolivarian South, the 
National Union of Public Service Work-
ers, the National Indigenous Organiza-
tion of Colombia, the “Jose Alvear 
Restrepo” Lawyers’ Collective and more.
       On July 22, tribunal participants 
will participate in a march and then 
hear presentations from representatives 
of Bolivia, Venezuela and Ecuador-
showing that the phenomenon of 
exploitation by the multinational corpo-
rations extends throughout Latin 
America.
      In a show of solidarity with the 
tribunal, simultaneous actions will be 
held the same day throughout the U.S. 
Amy Velez, an organizer of Comuner@s, 
a grassroots organization of Colombians 
living in the U.S., says her group is 
working throughout New York City to 

organize for an event on July 22.
       Velez told the International 
Action Center, “For at least a few 
hours on Tuesday, we will be 
showing our utmost solidarity 
with our sisters and brothers in 
Colombia. We will be assembling 
in front of the offices of Coca-Cola 
because of the documented role 
that Coca-Cola is playing with the 
death squads in Colombia. These 
death squads not only kill our 
brothers and sisters but they work 
with Coke to break up unions.”
       The delegation of U.S. activists 
will remain in Colombia after July 
23 to conduct interviews with 
workers and members of various 
social movements, with the goal of 
returning to the U.S. to help build 
the movement in solidarity with 
Colombia.

  YOUNG PEOPLE DEMAND:.
  Free public education at all levels,  
including job training

  Demilitarization of our schools/ 
no to police in our high schools

 Recruiters out of schools

 Dump ‘No Child Left Behind’

  Universal healthcare

  Right to a ordable housing

 Stop the raids and deportations

 Stop foreclosures and evictions

  No more prisons and jails  
and no to imperialism

      



     A March 20th article, “Financial crisis 
hits students,” in Workers World newspa-
per illustrated how the financial crisis was 
partly brought on by the subprime 
mortgage loan problem. Julie Fry wrote: 
“Here’s what is happening: many state 
and local governments secure money for 
public or quasi-public programs through 
a venue that most people have never 
heard of called the market for auction-
rate securities. Before the financial crisis, 
auction-rate securities offered the 
government borrowers a very low interest 
rate and it offered lenders (banks and 
other corporations) ready access to their 
cash investment through regularly 
scheduled auctions for the bonds, where 
they could sell their investment and get 
their cash back on sometimes a weekly 
basis. They were earning a higher return 
than they would with their money in a 
bank.
     “All the investments were insured by 
companies called bond insurers, which 
specialize in guaranteeing this kind of 
debt. Here is where things started to 
unravel. These bond insurers also insure 
other types of debt—like subprime 
mortgages. Now that these insurance 
companies are going to have to secure 
those loans, the banks don’t think they 
can guarantee student loan debt as well.”
     Though there are many institutions 
that still lend to two-year colleges, there is 
an overall crisis of the student loan 
industry. The Department of Education 
has had to assume $40 billion of debt 
from student loans, and large lenders 
have reported huge losses; for example, 
Sallie Mae reported a loss of $104 million 
for the first quarter of 2008.
     If the losses affected only the lenders, 
the CEOs and the super rich, then it 
would be cause to celebrate, but it is the 
poor, workers and people of color who 
will feel the brunt of the pain of one crisis 
after another.
     More and more jobs are being lost-
300,000 already this year. Wages are 
being cut in half or at least lag far behind 
inflation. The price of gas continues to 
rise, now at an average of $4 per gallon. 
The price of food climbs further. 
Hundreds of thousands of people around 
the country face being kicked out of their 
homes, both those who are owners and 
those who are renters. The U.S. has one of 
the highest rates of illiteracy amongst the 
industrialized countries.
      All of these crises are occurring when 
the option of higher education is being 
denied and getting further out of reach.

Loans for junior colleges 
becoming extinct 

Pseudo-science still tries to ‘cure’ LGBT people

     The Diagnostic and Statistical Manual 
of Mental Disorders (DSM) is the official 
handbook of U.S. mental health workers. 
Created by and a registered trademark of 
the American Psychiatric Association 
(APA), the DSM categorizes mental health 
conditions and the criteria for diagnosing 
them.
      First published in 1952, the DSM has 
played a role in creating classifications of 
mental health “illnesses” and “disorders” 
that have stigmatized the poor, women, 
people of color and LGBT people.
     For example, until 1973 the DSM 
categorized homosexuality as a mental 
disorder and recommended it be “treated” 
aggressively. These “treatment methods” 
for homosexuality included surgeries such 
as clitoridectomies, lobotomies and 
castration; hormone treatment; and shock 
treatment, both electric and pharmaco-
logical. Only through a protracted struggle 
by the LGBT movement was the “disorder” 
removed from the manual.
    To this day, LGBT communities and 
especially trans peoples and LGBT youth 
are forced to undergo extensive physical 
and psychological abuse in the guise of 
treatment to “cure” their sexual and 
gender identities. Many times it is their 
sexuality or gender identity that is the 
basis for being institutionalized in a 
mental health facility.
     There have been four major revisions of 
the DSM, with DSM-IV published in 1994. 
The next revisions are scheduled for May 
of 2012, with an early draft of DSM-V due 
for comment in 2009.
     In May 2008 the APA named Kenneth 
Zucker as the committee chair of the 
so-called “Sexual and Gender Identity 
Disorders” section of the upcoming 
edition. Zucker’s research and treatment 
work at Toronto’s Clarke Institute-
currently the Centre for Addiction and 
Recovery—has been labeled as part of the 
“ex-gay” movement and seen by multiple 
“ex-gay” groups as working to “cure” 
homosexuality.
     However, Zucker’s appointment has 
outraged not only the lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and trans communities but also 
progressive mental health workers across 
the U.S.
     Leading the charge against Zucker’s 
appointment, and particularly his research 
on a so-called “treatment” of so-called 

gender identity disorder (GID), are trans 
and gender non-conforming organizations 
and activists. GID and gender dysphoria 
are so-called diagnoses by the medical and 
mental health establishments to account 
for the existence of trans and gender 
nonconforming peoples in society. Zucker 
claims, for example, that in order to 
“treat” GID, young boys should be forbid-
den to play with dolls.
     Although the creation of the GID 
diagnosis was meant to further mentally 
pathologize trans people, its current 
inclusion in the Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual has led to an important debate 
within the trans 
communities. 
Using the 
diagnosis to 
their advantage, 
trans activists 
fought and won 
to have Medic-
aid pay for 
hormone 
therapy and 
other health 
care needs.
     Transgender 
lesbian activist 
and author 
Leslie Feinberg 
explains: “From 
the standpoint 
of gender variant 
individuals, the diagnosis of DSM has 
been used as a weapon to enforce gender 
conformity. But for some transsexual men 
and women, particularly the poorest, the 
diagnosis can mean access to physical 
transition. It is the right of the transsexual 
communities, particularly nationally 
oppressed communities, the poor and the 
uninsured and underinsured, to decide 
when and how to replace the DSM diagno-
sis.”
     Science, specifically the fields of 
psychology and medicine, can be abused 
to establish hierarchies and thereby 
systems and institutions of oppression. 
Heterosexuality as a sexual identity, as 
well as manifestations of conforming to 
assigned gender norms, have never been 
scrutinized and classified as mental 
illnesses. The institutional inequality is 
evident. The abusive past and present 
“scientific” view and “treatment” of 

homosexuality and gender variance are a 
part of something unrelated to psychologi-
cal health.
     The use of “science” to prove one race, 
sex, gender, sexual identity or class 
inferior to another dates back to the initial 
need for validation of the oppressive and 
exploitative systems stemming from 
private property. These systems of hierar-
chy and biased classifications and experi-
ments have historically been used to prove 
the political, mental and physical inferior-
ity of women, LGBT folks, people of color 
and working class people—through the 
criminalization of poverty and alternate 

economic survival tactics. It should be 
noted that these hierarchies have been 
established through the exclusion of LGBT 
folks, women, people of color and the 
working masses in the processes of 
defining normality and variance.
     The validity of the LGBT community’s 
response is further understood when one 
looks at the trend to use oppressive 
pseudoscientific arguments, even when 
they have been disproven, to repress the 
working class and the oppressed during 
times of political unrest. These arguments 
include the “abnormality” of homosexual-
ity and gender variance.
      It is evident in this time of economic 
crisis and seemingly endless advances of 
U.S. imperialism that the ruling class is 
correct to see this as a period of potential, 
and some may argue current, political 
unrest.

By Larry Hales, Denver FIST

Some of the largest banks in the country 
are now ceasing to extend student loans 
to those attending junior colleges, 
community colleges and technical 
schools. More than 40 percent of students 
enrolled in college attend community 
colleges, as they are considerably less 
expensive than four-year colleges or 
universities.
     The standards for borrowing, even for 
four-year schools, will become stricter 
and will rely on the borrowers’ histories 
and their parents’ histories of credit.
     The annual report released by the 
College Board for 2007-2008 showed that 
tuition costs jumped 6.6 percent from the 
previous year. The jump is twice the rate 
of overall inflation. Factor in room and 
board, and the total costs of a public 
four-year university are up 5.9 percent, 
with an average total of $13,589 per year.
     The total cost of a private four-year 
school is more than $32,000, with tuition 
accounting for more than $23,000 of the 
total.
     The Pell Grants, which do not have to 
be repaid, have failed to keep up with 
inflation. According to the College Board, 
the average recipient of a Pell Grant 
received $2,494 in the 2006-2007 school 
year.
     Students wanting to obtain a higher 
education should not have to rely on 
student loans. The price tag continues to 
climb beyond the reach of the average 
student; so loans are ultimately a trap, 
putting students in debt to the tune of 
$20,000 on the average.
     Some students rack up debt as high as 
$100,000, especially if they require 
advanced degrees for their profession of 
choice.
     However, the recent development of 
lending institutions denying loans to 
many two-year schools will affect people 
of color and the poor, as these schools are 
usually the most reasonable and sensible 
option.
     The reasoning behind the denials, 
according to the banks, is the high default 
rate among students who attend two-year 
schools, and for the banks this constitutes 
a high risk.
     But the problem is much deeper than 
that. The decision has much more to do 
with the overall credit crisis, especially 
considering that most student loans are 
federally guaranteed. Going into default 
means constant harassment of the 
borrower, including wage garnishment, 
federal lawsuits and tax refund seizure.

By Tyneisha Bowens, NYC chapter of FIST
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The Dalai Lama is known to the U.S. 
public as a peaceful Buddhist leader
who represents the interest of the Tibetan 
people through his role in the “Free Tibet” 
movement. But to millions of Tibetans, 
the Dalai Lama is known as an oppressive 
feudal leader whose past power came not 
from democracy but from “divine” 
placement instead. Under the Feudal 
system of the Dalai Lama, the people of 
Tibet were serfs and slaves with no
education or healthcare. In contrast, the 
Tibetan people now have education, 
healthcare, and most importantly 
freedom from feudal oppression.
     However the United States and the old 
feudal powers of Tibet have a different 
idea of what constitutes freedom for 
Tibet, one that includes U.S. domination 
and a class system where the few profit off 
the many.
      It is clear that the recent international 
attention toward Tibet is part of the 
ongoing U.S. attack on China. The United 
States has been trying to undermine 
China with a barrage of negative media 
attacks since the Chinese revolution. The 
current disproportionate level of media
attention to Tibet is just another part of 
this continuing campaign.
     The United States hopes to gain 
popular support for illegal involvement
in Tibet through the “Free Tibet” move-
ment, which is now being used to attack 
China’s hosting of the Olympic Games. 
This movement and its public leader, the 
Dalai Lama, are not reflections of the 
Tibetan people and must NOT be 
supported!

Some facts about Tibet

     · Tibet has been a part of China since 
the 13th century and has been an autono-
mous part of China since 1959.
     · Before the Chinese revolution Tibet 
was a feudal society, meaning that a small 
noble class owned the countries land and 
90% of the population were serfs and 
slaves.
     · In pre-revolutionary Tibet there was 
no religious freedom. Since the Chinese 
revolution this has changed.
     · Torture was commonly used in feudal 
Tibet, especially as punishment for 
speaking or acting against the oppressive 
feudal government and the Dalai Lama.
     · In feudal Tibet women had absolutely 
no rights.
     · The Tibetan culture, language, and 
religions are practiced freely in modern 
day Tibet.                 (continued on page 6)

FIST on Tibet
What is behind US attacks 
on Olympics in China?

In the LGBT Pride march in NYC , on June 29 FIST marched in an anti-imperialist 
contingent and was well received. Onlookers joined in chants of “NYPD go to hell! 
We are all Sean Bell!”
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In 100 US Cities, Activists            Demand: ‘Hands Off Iran!’Facts about U.S. CIA 
involvement in Tibet 
and the Dalai Lama

· “Since the independence of Tibet 
can aid the fight against Commu-
nism, it is of our interest to recognize 
it as independent… To recognize the 
independence of Tibet, yes or no, is 
not the true question. It is about our 
attitude towards China.” –U.S. State 
Department after the Chinese Revo-
lution.
     · The CIA trained and funded the 
counter-revolutionaries in Tibet, and 
has continued to support and 
execute violent uprisings.
     · Over the past 50 years the U.S. 
has used tax payer money to finan-
cially support the exiled Tibetan 
feudal leaders, including the Dalai 
Lama.
     · The Dalai Lama has supported 
every U.S. war, including the wars in 
Iraq, Afghanistan, and Korea.
     · The Dalai Lama opposes 
Women’s Right to Choose (including 
abortion rights and birth control 
rights).
     · The Dalai Lama opposes the 
rights and forms of expression of 
LGBTQ people.
     · The 5th Dalai Lama once issued 
the order “Commoners of Lhari Ziba 
listen to my order: …I have autho-
rized Lhari Ziba to chop off your 
hands and feet, gouge out your eyes, 
and beat and kill you if you
again attempt to look for freedom 
and comfort.” This order was reiter-
ated on many occasions by his 
successor in power.

By Monica Moorehead

“No War on Iran” was a slogan and chant that resonated across the U.S. 
on the weekend of Aug. 1-2 as emergency marches, rallies, vigils, teach-
ins, honk-for-peace picketlines and leaflet distributions were held to 
protest U.S.-Israeli war threats against Iran.
      Under the leadership of the Stop War on Iran Campaign, which FIST 
is a leading member, anti-war activists in 100 cities voiced their opposi-
tion boldly in the streets despite the short notice in which the initial call 
was made, the difficulty of organizing during the summer and the often 
paralyzing effects on organizing during a presidential election.
       No matter how modest the numerical turnout of the protests, 
activists were 
excited to be 
part of nation-
ally coord-
inated actions
to help bring 
a broader 
awareness of 
the devastat-
ing impact 
that another 
U.S.-orche-
strated war 
of aggression 
will mean for 
the people in 
the Middle 
East region 
as well as for the U.S. population, which faces a growing avalanche of 
foreclosures, evictions, massive unemployment, high gas and food 
prices, and more. 
       Besides bringing attention to the real threat of a military strike 
against the sovereign country of Iran, activists also raised the new 
round of economic sanctions against Iran, which is another form of war. 
Activists connected Iran to the wars and occupations of Iraq and 
Afghanistan, which have cost hundreds of billions of dollars and 
maimed and killed an untold number of civilians and soldiers.

NEW YORK CITY

       An estimated 700 to 1,000 activists refused to allow two torrential 
thunderstorms to dampen their spirits and determination to rally in Times 
Square and then take to the streets Aug. 2. Thousands more who were 
passing by stopped to listen to speeches, chants and songs that connected 
the wars abroad with the wars at home against the workers, the poor and 
the oppressed. Joyce Chediac, a Lebanese-American activist and journalist, 
and LeiLani Dowell, a FIST (Fight Imperialism, Stand Together) organizer, 
chaired the rally.
       Larry Holmes, a leader of the Troops Out Now Coalition, spoke on the 
imperialist nature of U.S. wars and why it is in the interest of the people in 
the U.S. to support self-determination, not the U.S. government. Kazem 
Azin, a long-time Iranian activist, told the crowd that the Iranian people will 
continue to defend their homeland against U.S. and Israeli aggression. 
Former U.S. Attorney General Ramsey Clark urged the crowd to keep 
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organizing and resisting wars.
       Other rally participants represented 
the American Iranian Friendship 
Committee, Malcolm X Grassroots 
Movement, Million Worker March 
Movement, New York Katrina/Rita 
Solidarity Coalition, World Can’t Wait, 
Al-Awda Palestine Right to Return 
Coalition, Justice Committee, BAYAN-
USA, New York Free Mumia Coalition, 
International Action Center, Pakistan 
USA Freedom Forum, Veterans for 
Peace, Raging Grannies and many 
more.
       Following the rally, a youth-
dominated, multinational and militant 
march took to the streets. When the 
police tried to force the marchers onto 
the sidewalk, they stood their ground 
and stayed in the streets until the 
march ended. Activists included a large 
youth contingent from Nodutdol for 
Korean Community Development along 
with organizers from the Iraq Veterans 
Against the War, FIST, IAC and many 
other groups.

WASHINGTON, D.C.

A protest took place Aug. 2 in front of 
the White House. One hundred and 
fifty protesters carried signs that 
included “Iran Didn’t Foreclose on My 
House” and “U.S. Out of the Middle 
East.” At a rally in a park, Rostam 
Pourzal from Campaign Against Sanc-
tions and Military Intervention in Iran 
spoke, along with David Hoskins from 
the D.C. Stop War on Iran Campaign.
       The protest was multinational, with 
a large number of people from the 
Iranian community along with Black 
activists, particularly youth, as well as 
Code Pink members and other anti-war 
activists. Media coverage of this protest 
included Al Jazeera, CNN and Youth 
and Politics Beat. The Baltimore 
All-Peoples Congress also participated. 
Activists are meeting on Aug. 12 to plan 
future actions.

LOS ANGELES

Two hundred anti-war protesters 
gathered and marched in downtown 
Los Angeles Aug. 2 despite 20 violent 
pro-shah and pro-U.S.-war counter-
protestors who tried to stop it. The 

counter-
protestors were 
violating a 
permit obtained 
by the Stop the 
War on Iran 
Coalition. In 
fact, the only 
action the police 
took was to 
attempt to arrest 
one of the 
coalition moni-
tors defending 
the Stop War on 
Iran protest.
       To allow the 
program to 
resume, about 15 
demonstration 
monitors were 
able to isolate and force the counter-
protestors out of the park. Speakers 
and initiators of the march repre-
sented BAYAN-USA, World Can’t 
Wait, FMLN, FIST and the IAC. Other 
speakers represented South Asian 
Network, USLAW-Los Angeles, 
Service Employees Local 721, 
Al-Awda, Anti-Racist Action, Union of 
Progressive Iranians and more. The 
militant march was very visible along 
Broadway’s mostly Latin@ and 
working class neighborhood, and 
some observers joined in. Press 
included Fox News, local Pacifica 
station KPFK and Tehran News.

RALEIGH, N.C.

Organized primarily by Raleigh FIST, 
around 100 protesters, mostly high 
school students gathered at the State 
Capitol building.  Rima L’Amir from 
FIST gave the opening remarks. 
Twenty pro-war men with U.S. flags 
tried to provoke the anti-war activists 
but were unsuccessful. The march 
stopped at U.S. Congressman Bob 
Ethridge’s office downtown, where 
Larkin Coffey from FIST and a 
speaker from the Durham Bill of 
Rights Defense Committee spoke. The 
march then went to Barack Obama’s 
local campaign headquarters where 
Rev. David Foy from Black Workers 
for Justice spoke. FIST’s Dante 
Strobino talked about the pro-war 

role of the Democratic Party. When the 
march passed the bus station, many 
riders joined in the anti-war chants and 
took Stop War on Iran literature. Ben 
Carroll from FIST was interviewed on 
National Public Radio.

BOSTON

More than 200 activists picketed the 
Army Recruitment Center Aug. 2 in 
downtown Bostonin an action jointly 
organized as a Counter-Recruitment 
Day called by the UMass/Boston Anti-
war Coalition and Boston Stop War on 
Iran Campaign.
       Shouting “We support war resisters, 
they’re our brothers. They’re our 
sisters,” the picket line stretched an 
entire block and was joined by activists 
from FIST, TONC, Iraq Veterans Against 
the War, Greater Boston Stop the Wars 
Coalition, Workers World Party, Inter-
national Socialist Organization, Vets for 
Peace, Smedley Butler Brigade, 
Women’s Fightback Network, Stonewall 
Warriors and Boston School Bus Drivers 
Union, Steelworkers Local 8751.
       Mike Spinnato from IVAW told WW, 
“Reading Howard Zinn’s ‘People’s 
History of the United States’ opened my 
eyes to the reality of what armed forces 
recruitment was really about.”
       FIST organizer Miya spoke on the 
connection between the military recruit-
ing oppressed youth to fight and die 
abroad and the need for jobs for youth, 
not jails and war.

.

Youth in Raleigh protest War on Iran on Aug 2

Stop War on Iran demonstration in New York City on Aug 2. FIST members LeiLani
Dowell and Tyneisha Bowens are pictured carrying banner on right.  
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