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Facts about U.S. CIA
involvement in Tibet
and the Dalai Lama

- “Since the independence of Tibet
can aid the fight against Commu-
nism, it is of our interest to recognize
it as independent... To recognize the
independence of Tibet, yes or no, is
not the true question. It is about our
attitude towards China.” —U.S. State
Department after the Chinese Revo-
lution.

- The CIA trained and funded the
counter-revolutionaries in Tibet, and
has continued to support and
execute violent uprisings.

- Over the past 50 years the U.S.
has used tax payer money to finan-
cially support the exiled Tibetan
feudal leaders, including the Dalai
Lama.

- The Dalai Lama has supported
every U.S. war, including the wars in
Iraq, Afghanistan, and Korea.

- The Dalai Lama opposes
Women’s Right to Choose (including
abortion rights and birth control
rights).

- The Dalai Lama opposes the
rights and forms of expression of
LGBTQ people.

- The 5th Dalai Lama once issued
the order “Commoners of Lhari Ziba
listen to my order: ...I have autho-
rized Lhari Ziba to chop off your
hands and feet, gouge out your eyes,
and beat and kill you if you
again attempt to look for freedom
and comfort.” This order was reiter-
ated on many occasions by his
successor in power.
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In 100 US Cities, Activists

By Monica Moorehead

“No War on Iran” was a slogan and chant that resonated across the U.S.
on the weekend of Aug. 1-2 as emergency marches, rallies, vigils, teach-
ins, honk-for-peace picketlines and leaflet distributions were held to
protest U.S.-Israeli war threats against Iran.

Under the leadership of the Stop War on Iran Campaign, which FIST
is a leading member, anti-war activists in 100 cities voiced their opposi-
tion boldly in the streets despite the short notice in which the initial call
was made, the difficulty of organizing during the summer and the often
paralyzing effects on organizing during a presidential election.

No matter how modest the numerical turnout of the protests,
activists were
excited to be
part of nation-
ally coord-
inated actions
to help bring
a broader
awareness of
the devastat-
ing impact
that another
U.S.-orche-
strated war
of aggression
will mean for
the people in
the Middle
East region
as well as for the U.S. population, which faces a growing avalanche of
foreclosures, evictions, massive unemployment, high gas and food
prices, and more.

Besides bringing attention to the real threat of a military strike
against the sovereign country of Iran, activists also raised the new
round of economic sanctions against Iran, which is another form of war.
Activists connected Iran to the wars and occupations of Iraq and
Afghanistan, which have cost hundreds of billions of dollars and
maimed and killed an untold number of civilians and soldiers.

Stop War on Iran demonstration in New York City on Aug 2. FIST members LeiLani

Dowell and Tyneisha Bowens are pictured carrying banner on right.

NEW YORK CITY

An estimated 700 to 1,000 activists refused to allow two torrential
thunderstorms to dampen their spirits and determination to rally in Times
Square and then take to the streets Aug. 2. Thousands more who were
passing by stopped to listen to speeches, chants and songs that connected
the wars abroad with the wars at home against the workers, the poor and
the oppressed. Joyce Chediac, a Lebanese-American activist and journalist,
and LeiLani Dowell, a FIST (Fight Imperialism, Stand Together) organizer,
chaired the rally.

Larry Holmes, a leader of the Troops Out Now Coalition, spoke on the
imperialist nature of U.S. wars and why it is in the interest of the people in
the U.S. to support self-determination, not the U.S. government. Kazem
Azin, a long-time Iranian activist, told the crowd that the Iranian people will
continue to defend their homeland against U.S. and Israeli aggression.
Former U.S. Attorney General Ramsey Clark urged the crowd to keep
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Demand: ‘Hands Off Iran?!’

organizing and resisting wars.

Other rally participants represented
the American Iranian Friendship
Committee, Malcolm X Grassroots
Movement, Million Worker March
Movement, New York Katrina/Rita
Solidarity Coalition, World Can’t Wait,
Al-Awda Palestine Right to Return
Coalition, Justice Committee, BAYAN-
USA, New York Free Mumia Coalition,
International Action Center, Pakistan
USA Freedom Forum, Veterans for
Peace, Raging Grannies and many
more.

Following the rally, a youth-
dominated, multinational and militant
march took to the streets. When the
police tried to force the marchers onto
the sidewalk, they stood their ground
and stayed in the streets until the
march ended. Activists included a large
youth contingent from Nodutdol for
Korean Community Development along
with organizers from the Iraq Veterans
Against the War, FIST, IAC and many
other groups.

WASHINGTON, D.C.

A protest took place Aug. 2 in front of
the White House. One hundred and
fifty protesters carried signs that
included “Iran Didn’t Foreclose on My
House” and “U.S. Out of the Middle
East.” At a rally in a park, Rostam
Pourzal from Campaign Against Sanc-
tions and Military Intervention in Iran
spoke, along with David Hoskins from
the D.C. Stop War on Iran Campaign.

The protest was multinational, with
a large number of people from the
Iranian community along with Black
activists, particularly youth, as well as
Code Pink members and other anti-war
activists. Media coverage of this protest
included Al Jazeera, CNN and Youth
and Politics Beat. The Baltimore
All-Peoples Congress also participated.
Activists are meeting on Aug. 12 to plan
future actions.

LOS ANGELES

Two hundred anti-war protesters
gathered and marched in downtown
Los Angeles Aug. 2 despite 20 violent
pro-shah and pro-U.S.-war counter-
protestors who tried to stop it. The

counter-
protestors were
violating a
permit obtained
by the Stop the
War on Iran
Coalition. In
fact, the only
action the police
took was to
attempt to arrest
one of the
coalition moni-
tors defending
the Stop War on
Iran protest.

To allow the
program to
resume, about 15
demonstration
monitors were
able to isolate and force the counter-
protestors out of the park. Speakers
and initiators of the march repre-
sented BAYAN-USA, World Can’t
Wait, FMLN, FIST and the IAC. Other
speakers represented South Asian
Network, USLAW-Los Angeles,
Service Employees Local 721,
Al-Awda, Anti-Racist Action, Union of
Progressive Iranians and more. The
militant march was very visible along
Broadway’s mostly Latin@ and
working class neighborhood, and
some observers joined in. Press
included Fox News, local Pacifica
station KPFK and Tehran News.

RALEIGH, N.C.

Organized primarily by Raleigh FIST,
around 100 protesters, mostly high
school students gathered at the State
Capitol building. Rima L’Amir from
FIST gave the opening remarks.
Twenty pro-war men with U.S. flags
tried to provoke the anti-war activists
but were unsuccessful. The march
stopped at U.S. Congressman Bob
Ethridge’s office downtown, where
Larkin Coffey from FIST and a
speaker from the Durham Bill of
Rights Defense Committee spoke. The
march then went to Barack Obama’s
local campaign headquarters where
Rev. David Foy from Black Workers
for Justice spoke. FIST’s Dante
Strobino talked about the pro-war

Youth in Raleigh protest War on Iran on Aug 2

role of the Democratic Party. When the
march passed the bus station, many
riders joined in the anti-war chants and
took Stop War on Iran literature. Ben
Carroll from FIST was interviewed on
National Public Radio.

BOSTON

More than 200 activists picketed the
Army Recruitment Center Aug. 2 in
downtown Bostonin an action jointly
organized as a Counter-Recruitment
Day called by the UMass/Boston Anti-
war Coalition and Boston Stop War on
Iran Campaign.

Shouting “We support war resisters,
they’re our brothers. They’re our
sisters,” the picket line stretched an
entire block and was joined by activists
from FIST, TONC, Iraq Veterans Against
the War, Greater Boston Stop the Wars
Coalition, Workers World Party, Inter-
national Socialist Organization, Vets for
Peace, Smedley Butler Brigade,
Women’s Fightback Network, Stonewall
Warriors and Boston School Bus Drivers
Union, Steelworkers Local 8751.

Mike Spinnato from IVAW told WW,
“Reading Howard Zinn’s ‘People’s
History of the United States’ opened my
eyes to the reality of what armed forces
recruitment was really about.”

FIST organizer Miya spoke on the
connection between the military recruit-
ing oppressed youth to fight and die
abroad and the need for jobs for youth,
not jails and war. B




