
the late 1980s, it was in the 1990s--during 
the Special Period--when this culture and 
music began to take hold with youth on 
the island.
         If one were to listen to this music 
from the late 1980s and early 1990s, 
known as the “Golden Age of Hip Hop,” 
what is clear is that the music was the 
pulse of oppressed Black and Latin@ 
youth, that the rhythms and the lyrics 
expressed the frustration and anger of 
youth living under the reactionary Reagan 
regime.
        If the musical explosion that 
emanated from the South Bronx in the 
late 1970s was a manifestation of “a 
dream deferred,” then the evolution of 
the music to what it became in the late 
1980s and early 1990s can best be 
described as the chain reaction in urban 
centers across the U.S.
       Though Cuban youth may not have 
fully understood each and every word, 
the angry sentiment towards oppression 
is easily translated.
       The collapse of the Soviet Union was 
felt hardest by underdeveloped nations. 
The Soviet Union, even with its many 
internal contradictions, 
was the buffer that held U.S. imperialism 
at bay and was supportive of liberation 
movements around the world.
       The fact that Cuba was undergoing 
such a crisis as the Special Period, and 
that Hip Hop culture, rap music and its 
energy and break dancing, caught on 
during this time symbolizes the difficulty 
of the times and the draw of the culture.
      The writer is a leader of FIST--Fight 
Imperialism, Stand Together--youth 
group and was a member of its delega-
tion that traveled to Cuba in July.

FIST Youth Speak Out Young and Furious   Sept/Oct 2007  Cuba Edition         page 3

ism, especially with the contradictions of 
a global capitalist market.
       While many of the emerging leaders 
on the island were not alive during the 
revolutionary armed struggle, they came 
of age during one of the most difficult 
and challenging periods of the Cuban 
revolution. That period is known on the 
island as the Special Period, and the 
Cuban economy is just recovering from 
the effects.
       With the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, Cuba lost its largest trading 
partner. Eighty percent of Cuban trade 
was with the Soviet Union and the 
socialist camp in Eastern Europe.
         While perhaps some can look at the 
counterrevolutionary reforms of 
Perestroika under Gorbachev as a 
warning sign, it was not expected that 
trade would stop immediately, but it did.
       The U.S. and many in the imperialist 
West expected that the Cuban revolution 
would fail, but history and the resolve of 
the Cuban people were the best weapons 
to ensure that this did not happen.
        The Cuban people experienced a 
significant reduction in caloric intake. 
Food had to be rationed. Temporary 
market reforms were put in place. Cuba 
promoted tourism on the island as its 
primary way of securing hard currency 
with which to trade on the international 
market.    
        Only a person who lived through it 
can truly attest to the difficulties, but 
regardless of the hardship, not one 
hospital or school closed. But neither did 
antagonism from the U.S. government 
cease.
        It was during this period that 
Cubans began to really get exposed to 
Hip Hop culture. While rap music started 
being broadcast from Southern Florida in 

  

            ip Hop culture is again being                  
            attacked by the major news 
            outlets, which of late began 
with Don Imus, when his virulent 
racism was spotlighted after his 
hateful remarks against a college 
basketball team made up mostly of 
Black women. However, some 
capitalist news outlets appear to 
have embraced Hip Hop in revolu-

tionary Cuba.
        It’s not that this should be a confus-
ing turn, not for those who’ve been in 
solidarity with the Cuban revolution. Nor 
should it be for people struggling against 
racism and oppression in the U.S.
        When FIST, a revolutionary youth 
group, visited Cuba this July, the youth 
had an opportunity to meet with the head 
of the Cuban Rap Agency and several 
Cuban rap artists. The artists explained 
what the music means to them, how they 
first came in contact with Hip Hop 
culture, and how it is viewed by the 
revolution.
      A New York Times article written last 
December entitled, “Cuba’s Rap 
Vanguard Reaches Beyond the Party 
Line,” attempts to assert that youth in 
Cuba are at odds with the revolutionary 
leadership and that these tensions are 
evident in the burgeoning Hip Hop 
culture there.
       The writer claims that “many” of the 
five million people under the age of 30 
question the system. It is not to suggest 
that Cubans are not critical. Perhaps the 
greatest criticism comes from Fidel, but 
criticism itself is not a bad thing. In an 
ever changing world there are always 
new questions and problems and healthy 
criticisms are part of deepening social
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Cuban Rap Agency panel gives 
presentation to FIST and other 
youth from the US at Julio 
Antonio Mella International 
Encampment.  Photo : FIST

Cuban DJ 
and other 
Cuban artists 
perform for 
FIST and 
other US 
youth.
Photo : FIST

 to lesbian, gay, bi, and transgender 
Cubans. CENESEX has been greatly 
aided in this process by the Cuban 
Women’s Federation, which has been 
reaching out to people’s sensitivity as 
human beings.
     CENESEX presented information 
about their successful efforts to educate 
Cubans in all walks of life to be sensi-
tive and open to all expressions of 
sexuality. Unlike the vast majority of 
political structures in the U.S., this 
education also targets the police and 
institutions as well as the population as 
a whole. Anti-gay and anti-trans 
violence on the island is now virtually 
non-existent.
      In universalizing their free medical 
treatment, Cuba provides free transi-
tional surgery and hormones for 
transgender Cubans. Their efforts 
towards health care services have been 
so successful that the rate of HIV 
infection on the island is nearly 60 
times less than in other Caribbean 
nations!
       The FIST delegation presented 
CENESEX with a framed “Rainbow 
Solidarity to Free the Cuban 5” poster 
describing the recent efforts to build the 
international campaign of solidarity for 
Cuba inside the LGBTQ movement. 
Leslie Feinberg, co-chair of the LGBT 
caucus of the National Writers 
Union/UAW, author of groundbreaking 
books “Stone Butch Blues and Trans-
gender Warriors,” and participant in 
the delegation, presented one of her  
books to transgender staff members at 
CENESEX. The gifts were received with 
warm thanks.

More about CENESEX can be read at 
www.workers.org/2007/world/lavende
r-red-107/.

Defending the revolution
      
      On the afternoon of July 25, FIST 
was invited to visit the Anti-Imperialist 
Tribunal. Outside the tribunal flew 138 
black flags, each with a single white 
star, honoring the many Cuban lives 
lost to terrorist acts committed mainly 
by groups in Miami.
       The director of the tribunal gave the 
delegation a detailed history of the site, 
which for decades has been designed to 
politically defend the Cuban revolution 
against U.S. imperialism. When the 
U.S. cancelled diplomatic relations with 
Cuba shortly after its socialist revolu-
tion, both the U.S. and Cuba had to go 
through a third country to house their 
embassies.
       The U.S. and Cuban Interest 
Sections are housed in the Swedish 
offices in Havana, adjacent to the 
Malecón—a famous walkway along the 
Havana coastline which many Cubans 
frequent. The U.S. site has been used as 
a battleground for anti-revolutionary 
propaganda. The U.S. uses the windows 
of the fifth floor of this embassy to 
broadcast a large, bright marquee with 
slogans meant to undermine the 
revolution. 
    With their infinite creativity, the 
Cubans built the anti-imperialist 
tribunal right next door, expropriated 
the embassy parking lot and installed 
the 138 huge flags to honor their fallen 
Cubans. When rumors surfaced that 

Cuba would bomb the embassy they 
quickly replaced the military personnel 
surrounding the building with Cuban 
children, an occupation that could not be 
viewed as provocative or threatening. The 
Anti-Imperialist Tribunal now features a 
memorial commemorating all internation-
alist freedom fighters, including peoples 
from the U.S. such as Clara Barton, Henry 
Reeve, Harriet Tubman, Nat Turner and 
Malcolm X.

Comités en Defensa de la Revolución

      The FIST delegation also had an 
opportunity to spend some time with a 
local Committee in Defense of the Revolu-
tion (CDR) on the eve of July 26, the 
anniversary of the revolutionaries’ attack 
on the Moncada barracks in the city of 
Santiago de Cuba in 1953. 
      The CDRs—neighborhood-based 
organizations tasked with the defense and 
further development of the Cuban 
revolution—were organized in September 
1960 following the overthrow of the 
Batista regime. Their slogan is, “In every 
neighborhood, Revolution!” They are 
assigned the task of guarding the neigh-
borhoods and providing medical assis-
tance, if needed. CDRs are fundamental 
building blocks of the organization of the 
Cuban revolution.
       The delegation had the opportunity to 
talk to local community members and 
members of the local CDR during the 
neighborhood’s July 26 celebrations. This 
included a very special encounter with a 
community member who had been part of 
the July 26th movement, who was 
assigned to make patches for the revolu-
tionaries and who marched into Havana 
on Jan. 6, 1959—one day before Fidel 
Castro. 
       Her perspective on what the revolution 
had done for the country was positive. 
After the revolution she decided to work 
rather than go to school, and now at 70 
years of age she was passing on her 
experiences with the revolution, not only 
to us, but to her grandchildren who were 
present.
       
Reverse travel challenge and 
struggle against blockade

When the FIST delegation returned to the 
U.S., they did so publicly and without a 
permit, to openly defy the travel ban and 
bring attention to the inhumane economic 
blockade on Cuba. (continued on page 11)
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FIST youth visit Cuba, challenge blockade and witness socialism (cont.)

FIST and Workers World Party members with CENE SEX staff after meeting.


