
       Strengthened by a victory in the 
case of one of the Jena Six--Black 
youths facing outrageously harsh 
prison sentences after several 
months of racist attacks in Jena, 
La.--organizers throughout the 
country are continuing to mobilize 
for the freedom of the Six and to 
denounce the U.S. criminal "justice" 
system. 
        Facing a massive protest in 
Jena on Sept. 20--the day 17-year-
old Mychal Bell was to be 
sentenced--the court overturned the 
aggravated battery conviction 
against Bell on Sept. 14. Neverthe-
less, thousands are still  expected to 
converge in Jena, a town with a 
population of a few thousand, on 
Sept. 20 to continue pressing for the 
release of the other five.
      Hundreds of buses have been 
organized, some from as far away as 
Los Angeles. Buses are being orga-
nized by the NAACP, the Nation of 
Islam, Black campus organizations 
and other grassroots organizations 
and religious institutions. Promi-
nent figures such as radio personal-
ity Michael Baisden, hip hop artist 
Mos Def and others have made 
statements and calls urging partici-
pation. From New York City, buses 
are leaving from Harlem for Jena 
and AFSCME District Council 37 is 
also organizing transportation.
       Events throughout the country 
that week include a march and rally 
at CNN headquarters, organized by 
students from Atlanta University; 
an Atlanta news conference spon-
sored by Malcolm X Grassroots 
Movement; a contingent in the New 
York City African American Day 
Parade and an emergency rally 
for justice--"Resist the racist U.S. 
judicial system"--called by the 
December 12th Movement; and a 
public meeting in Detroit hosted by 
the Michigan Emergency Commit-
tee Against War & Injustice.
  

,

White supremacy: alive and well
      
          The attacks in Jena, La., began 
after a Black student at the high 
school asked the principal at a 
school assembly if he could sit 
under the "white tree"--a tree in the 
front yard of the school where white 
students sit during breaks. The next 
day, three nooses in the school 
colors were found hanging from the 
tree. The students who hung them 
were initially to be expelled, but the 
superintendent of schools inter-
vened and gave them a three-day 
suspension instead. Black students 
gathered under the tree to protest 
the decision.
         Several incidents ensued. 
African-American student Robert 
Bailey Jr. was attacked with beer 
bottles at a party; one white student 
was charged with simple assault 
and given probation. A white man 
brandished a shotgun at Black 
students; the Black students were 
charged with stealing the gun after 
they wrested it away. Finally, white 
student Justin Barker was attacked 
by a group of Black students. He 
went to a hospital and was released 
the next day, participating in a 
social function that evening.
          The Jena Six--Robert Bailey 
Jr., 17; Theo Shaw, 17; Carwin 
Jones, 18; Bryant Purvis, 17; and 
Mychal Bell, 17--were arrested for 
Barker's beating 
and charged with 
attempted second-
degree murder 
and conspiracy to 
commit murder. 
However, in res-
ponse to over-
whelming sup-
port for the Six, 
the charges were 
decreased to ass-
ault and battery 
for five of them--
charges that could 
 

still lead to up to 15 years in prison. 
     An all-white jury convicted Bell, the 
first of the Six to be tried, of aggra-
vated battery. His court-appointed 
attorney didn't even bother to call 
witnesses.
        Yet as news of the case and the 
mass protest scheduled for Sept. 20 
gathered increased attention in the 
media, the judicial system responded 
in a hasty attempt to quell the national 
public outrage. Louisiana's 3rd Circuit 
Court of Appeals ruled that Bell should 
not have been tried as an adult, over-
turning the conviction.
       According to the Associated Press, 
prosecutors may now try Bell--who has 
been in jail since the arrest in 
December--for attempted murder as 
an adult or aggravated battery as a 
juvenile. (Sept. 15) 

Broad implications of case

       While activists and community 
members celebrate this victory, they 
stress that the struggle is not over.
       The response to the Jena Six case 
is larger than the case itself. It is a 
(continued on page 9)
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Jena 6 case ignites anti-racist outrages
By LeiLani Dowell

Tina Jones, Mother of Jena Six defendant Bryant Purvis with Sister 
Krystal Muhammad, leader of the New Black Panther Party in New 
Orleans.  Photo : Gloria Rubac

The war at home

      As the multi-national working class 
continues to awaken to the possibilities of 
life in the 21st century it is increasingly 
apparent that the assault on workers and 
the oppressed by U.S. imperialism is as 
intense as ever.  The task for revolutionar-
ies inside the United States is to trans-
form the misery capitalism metes out 
against humanity into a revolutionary 
struggle for socialism.   At least three 
events in the recent years hit different 
sections of the U.S. working class while 
demonstrating that all workers have a 
common interest against capitalism:
     1) Hurricane Katrina demonstrated to 
the entire world the plight of Black people 
in this country as they were left defense-
less against a natural disaster.  The 
onstant attacks by a racist government 
that failed to properly evacuate or 
otherwise protect them and then denied     
them adequate housing and recovery aid 
shocked and angered millions and 
mobilized the Black community to fight 
back.  
      2) On the heels of Katrina came yet 
another tragedy for the working class.  A 
spate of coalmine disasters that claimed 
the lives of 16 West Virginian coalminers 
at the beginning of 2006 were smaller in 
scope but just as criminal as the 
government‘s response to Hurricane 
Katrina.  The miners and their families 
placed the blame squarely on the shoul-
ders of the mine companies that neglected 
workers’ health and safety in the pursuit 
of profit.  Many coalminers expressed 
their anger by threatening to arm them-
selves and exact justice against the 
company officials. Similar episodes in 
Kentucky, Indiana and Utah have 
revealed the depth of worker exploitation 
in the mining industry.
      3) And even more recently the U.S. 
Congress and the Department of Home-
land Security launched a vicious assault 
on one of the most vilified sectors of the 
working class - undocumented immigrant 
workers.  Proposed legislation, known as 
the Sensenbrenner-King Bill, sought to 
criminalize human beings and make it a 
federal offense to knowingly offer 
humanitarian assistance to workers who 
cross the border.  In response to these 
attacks millions of immigrant workers,  
documented and undocumented alike, 
took to the streets in protest and  
organized one of the largest May Day 
boycott and protests in this country’s 
history. 
       In the face of such blatant violence 
against workers, revolutionaries have at 
their hands a valuable tool to mobilize the 
masses and fight for their class interests: 
scientific socialism.  

Scientific Socialism - an analyti-
cal method and a weapon for 
class struggle

      Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels 
published The Communist Manifesto in 
1848 as the political platform of the 
working class. This work summarized the 
tenets of scientific socialism, offered a 
materialist conception of history, and 
sounded the call for socialist revolution. 
Just over a century after its publication, 
more than one-third of the world’s 
population had liberated itself and 
established governments motivated by 
the revolutionary science first developed 
by Marx and Engels.  Today this revolu-
tionary science guides some sections of 
the anti-war and labor movement in the 
industrialized countries and is the leading 
force behind revolutionary movements 
around the world such as Nepal, Colom-
bia, the Philippines, Cuba and Venezuela. 
       But what is it about scientific social-
ism as first popularized in The Commu-
nist Manifesto and later built upon in 
works such as Engel’s Socialism: Utopian 
and Scientific and Lenin’s Introduction to 
Marx, Engels, Marxism that proved 
universally useful and inspiring to 
billions of workers around the globe?  
       Scientific socialism was the first 
theory that demonstrated to the working 
class that both its hardships and its 
demands for justice were the necessary 
outcome of the present economic system: 
capitalism.  Scientific socialism recog-
nized the working class as an indepen-
dent social force - a social force that is 
exploited and abused by those who own 
the means of production and which 
necessarily fights for socialism.  
      Marx & Engels successfully merged 
the schools of history, philosophy, 
economics, anthropology and sociology 
together to analyze the origins and 
timeline of class conflict.  The foundation 
of this revolutionary science is a world 
outlook and method of analysis known as 
dialectical materialism.     Materialism is 
the Marxist interpretation and conception 
of nature and its phenomena while the 
word ‘dialectic’ refers to the method 
scientific socialists use to study nature. 
      Historical materialism recognizes that 
the development of society is not deter-
mined by supernatural forces or by strong 
personalities.  The development of society 
is dependent on the level of development 
of the material and productive forces.  
These productive forces helped to create 
private property.  By the same token, the 
same productive forces gave birth to the 
modern working class which in its 
historic mission will eventually destroy 

         

private property and usher in the age of 
socialism. 
     The dialectical method of analysis under-
stands that throughout history the develop-
ment of society has been and is a state of 
constant change and development that 
creates certain irreconcilable contradictions 
within each historic period.  All of nature and 
history is viewed through this dialectical 
prism of constant development and contra-
diction where minor quantitative changes 
build over time until the contradictions are 
resolved by revolutionary qualitative change.  
       The present period of imperialist 
capitalism is marked by extreme contradic-
tion between those who own the means of 
production and those who sell their labor 
with the hope of providing for their families.  
Under capitalism private individuals own the 
major means of production. At the same time 
the private owners employ armies of workers 
who labor collectively and are exploited to 
ensure company profits.  It is at this point in 
history - the epoch of capitalism - that class 
struggle reaches an acute stage.  
         The acute contradictions can be viewed 
in the suffering of Katrina survivors, the 
death inflicted on countless miners around 
this country and the racist attacks that the 
capitalist state forces millions of immigrant 
workers to endure.  The multinational 
working class' best hope for liberation rests 
in working-class organizations and parties 
which come together and use the method of 
scientific socialism to analyze their oppres-
sion and to fight back against the ruling class 
and the capitalist system.  
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Socialism: The 21st Century Science of Revolution
By David Hoskins, Washington, DC


