
       measure of the rising anger in 
oppressed communities over the 
blatant racism inherent within the 
capitalist system.
        Nor is the case an isolated 
incident of excessive punishment of 
Black youth. According to a study by 
the Campaign for Youth Justice, 
Black youths accounted for 58 
percent of young people sent to 
adult prisons between 2002 and 
2004. (Washington Post, Aug. 4)
         On June 14, four young 
African-American lesbians from 
Newark, N.J., received prison 
sentences ranging from 3.5 to 11 
years in prison for defending them-
selves against a man who held them 
down and choked them, ripped hair 
from their scalps, spat on them and 
threatened to sexually assault them. 
(Workers World, June 21) Like the 
Jena Six case, the clear message 
coming from the courts in the 
Jersey Four case was, "Don't fight 
back."
       Genarlow Wilson, a Black 
student and star athlete, was 
arrested, stood trial and was 
convicted of “aggravated child 
 

,

molestation” for having consensual 
oral sex with a 15-year-old class-
mate. He was sentenced to a man-
datory 10-year prison term plus one 
year on probation as a felony sex 
offender. After national outcry, a 
Georgia Superior Court judge 
ordered his sentence reduced and 
Wilson released. (Workers World, 
Jul. 22)
        Similarly, Marcus Dixon was 
convicted of "aggravated child 
molestation" for having sexual 
relations with an almost 16-year-old 
white classmate when he was 18. 
The Georgia Supreme Court over-
turned his sentence in May 
but not before he did significant 
prison time.
       Sixteen-year-old Shaquanda 
Cotton was serving a seven-year 
sentence in Paris, Texas, for shov-
ing a white teacher's aide before a 
special conservator ordered her 
release this year. The Washington 
Post reports, "Months earlier, the 
same white judge had given proba-
tion to a 14-year-old white girl who 
burned down her family's home." 
(Aug. 4)
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Jena 6 case ignites anti-racist outrages
(continued from page 7)

in the hands of U.S. corporations. In 
the words of Che Guevara, it was 
“an agrarian reform that grew over 
into a socialist revolution” as the 
revolutionaries, in order to keep 
their promises to the people of a 
better life, began to liberate the 
offices and factories as well.
        The means of production—the 
factories, the big farms and 
banks—are now in the hands of the 
Cuban people, who are using them 
to build a better future for them-
selves and their children.
        “What heart is not set aflame by 
the promise of freedom?” Castro 
said so many years ago, and when 
the people of the world look upon 
Cuba their hearts are set aflame. 
They see the lie in the claim that 
capitalism is the best we can do and 
that humans are naturally greedy.
        History has absolved Fidel 
Castro, as it will absolve all who 
fight for socialism, not just in Cuba 
but all over the world.
        Maupin is an organizer for 
FIST at Baldwin-Wallace College in 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

History has absolved 
Cuba (continued 
from page 2)

FIST members and Workers World Party members at Cuban Meteorological Institute after discussion on hurricane preparedness.  This agency organized the 
Henry Reeve Brigade - a brigade composed of 1600 medical doctors which Cuba offered to send to the Gulf Coast after Hurricane Katrina . George Bush denied 
the Cuban’s assistance.  Photo: FIST

Billboards around Cuba aredesigned not to represent the interests of a few business owners or capitalists, rather, they are designed to 
benefit all Cubans and to display the gains of the Revolution.

FIST youth visit Cuba, challenge travel ban

U.S. medical students at a reception following their graduation from the Latin American 
School of Medicine July 24 held at the Karl Marx Theater.

From right to left, FIST members, Namibia Donadio, 
Lila Goldstein, Dante Strobino and Abraham 
Mwaura in front of UJC emblem in Havana. The 
emblem features the portraits of Julio Antonio 
Mella, Camilo Cienfuegos and Che Guevara with  
the mottos of  “Study, Work and Arms”.

By Abraham Mwaura and Dante Strobino

twelve members of the youth group  

Fight Imperialism, Stand Together

 (FIST) from San Diego, Raleigh, West 

Virginia, Denver, Boston, Rutgers University and New York City—

together with five members of Workers World Party—traveled to Cuba 

from July 18-28 to defy the travel ban and to witness the gains of the 

socialist revolution.

In Cuba, the FIST delegation observed 
how a planned economy and centralized 
government following the path of social-
ist revolution have provided the neces-
sary material conditions to carry out the 
process of the withering away of racism, 
sexism, homophobia and all forms of 
oppression, and for the building of a new 
human being.

U.S. activists from the Venceremos 
Brigade, Pastors for Peace, the U.S/Cuba 
Labor Exchange and FIST all traveled to 
the island to oppose the travel ban and 
participated in joint activities.

Surprising most in the FIST delegation, 
a Cuban representative told youth group 
members that FIST was the first socialist 
youth group from the U.S. in decades to 
officially travel to the island.

Meeting with Cuban youth leaders

FIST met with National Committee 
members of the Union of Young 
Communists (UJC) on July 23 to exchange 
ideas and to describe FIST’s work in soli-
darity with Cuba.

The UJC is a vanguard organization for 
young people in Cuba interested in joining 
the Cuban Communist Party (CCP) and 
exercising their politics to consolidate and 
deepen the revolution. With more than 
690,000 members throughout the coun-
try and 52 committees, their main work is 
to defend the interests of youth and young 
workers.

The UJC is active in all realms where 
people under 30 years of age live, work, 
study and struggle. Following their slogan, 
“Estudio, Trabajo y Fusil”—translated 
as “Study, Work and Arms,” —the UJC 
decided that youth should be trained in 
armed struggle for one year before going 
to college. This training now includes 
women’s voluntary units.

The UJC represents all groups of youth 
from elementary, middle, high school 
and university levels. The Federation of 
University Students (FEU) is more than 
80 years old and is a powerful voice 
responsible for university students’ 
rights. UJC also represents young artists 
and has many publication houses that 
provide free materials and resources to 
the expressive youth.

As FIST leader Larry Hales states, 
“Every Cuban is an artist.” The UJC also 
publishes the country’s second-most-read 
newspaper (after the CCP’s Granma) titled 
Juventud Rebelde (Rebel Youth).

After the revolution, Fidel helped to 
found the UJC to be able to constantly 
struggle against the challenges in society. 
It was first tasked with a literacy campaign 
where youth were sent into the provinces 
to teach workers to read and write. They 
later formed permanent schools for rural 
workers. After being attacked by the U.S. 
at the Bay of Pigs, the UJC was one of the 
first, along with the Committees to Defend 
the Revolution—to create armed militias 
to defend the revolution.

After the collapse of the Soviet Union 
and the socialist Eastern bloc in 1989, 
more than 80 percent of Cuba’s foreign 
trade was lost overnight. In 1993 power 
outages resulted in Cubans having access 
to electricity for only 3-4 hours per day. 
Youth in the UJC went into jobs in con-
struction to help rebuild the country’s 
infrastructure while maintaining their 
studies.

One of the major campaigns currently 
being organized by the UJC is the “Battle 
of Ideas.” Almost 80 percent of Cubans 
alive today have been born under socialism 
and many have come to expect free health 
care and education, while the struggles to 
defend these rights have begun to appear 
as things of the past.

The Battle of Ideas was designed in 
1999 with more than 200 programs in 
education, health, construction and cul-
ture available to all children.

Part of this campaign required a 
decrease in class size from 40 students 
to between 15 and 20. Televisions were 
installed in the classrooms to help deliver 
messages more effectively and uniformly. 
Basically, it gave the population of youth 
access to more information and news 
with which to draw their own informed 
conclusions.

The Battle of Ideas has also organized 
to provide students with a living stipend 
while attending college. It provides college 
facilities in all provinces, saving travel and 
lodging resources by allowing students to 
continue living at home while studying. It 

has developed quality health facilities in 
the distant isolated provinces to provide 
better access for all the Cuban people.

Free medical care 
and medical education

FIST members, other U.S. delegates 
and proud parents and families from all 
over the world gathered in the Karl Marx 
auditorium in Havana on July 24 to par-
ticipate in the graduation ceremonies for 
the Cuban-based Latin American School 
of Medicine (ELAM). This graduation 
awarded more than 1,900 degrees, includ-
ing more than 1,200 doctoral degrees.

ELAM educates and trains youth from 
oppressed nations all across the world, 
mainly from Africa and Latin America, 
providing them with a free education 
in medicine. Upon graduation, ELAM 
students are not asked to pay back tens 
or hundreds of thousands of dollars in 
debts, like most U.S. students. Rather 
they are merely asked to provide health 
care to those without access in their home 
countries.

This graduating class was particularly 
special because it was the first graduating 
class and noteworthy also for including 
eight students from the U.S.

In their statement to the national and 
international media, the graduates said, 
“This is a dream come true: the dream of 
becoming doctors and helping people in 
need, helping those people who, like our-
selves, don’t have enough money to access 

expensive health care service.”
Rev. Lucius Walker, head of the Pastors 

for Peace Interreligious Foundation for 
Community Organization, highlighted 
the efforts made by the Cuban Ministry 
of Health and the ELAM to train youths 
from over 20 countries, including the 
U.S., Latin America, the Caribbean, Africa 
and Asia.

The event was concluded by a warm 
speech from Dr. Roberto González, depu-
ty minister of public health in Cuba, reit-
erating the Cuban dedication to the bet-
terment of all of humanity. The minister 
said that 100 students from the U.S. are 
currently studying at ELAM, and that 18 
more will be arriving in Cuba by August 
to take part in the remarkable program 
designed by the Cuban government.

The requirement for unity

FIST also attended a lecture by Professor 
Nico López of the School of Marxism 
and Socialism in Havana. The study of 
Marxism and socialism in Cuba is mainly 
tasked with attempts at understanding 
the failures that led to the collapse of the 
USSR and the practical problems faced by 
the Cuban Revolution.

The lecture mainly focused on under-
standing the implications of those prac-
tical problems which have arisen from 
the day-to-day evolution of socialism in 
Cuban society, within the context of the 
collapse of the USSR. As López pointed 
out, despite the many opinions which 
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FIST and Workers World Party members 
at Julio Antonio Mella International 
Encampment, in front of Cuban 5 mural, 
after meeting with Cuban Rap Agency


