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Fight Imperialism -- Stand Together (FIST) is a national group of young activists
committed to fighting racism, sexism, the oppresion of lesbian, gay, bi and trans

                                                people, and the exploitation of the working class, all of
                                  which are the result  of imperialism and capitalism.  We be-

                                    lieve that the only way to achieve true liberation for all peoples is
                          through socialism.  We demand an end to all occupations now - from

                     Iraq to Palestine, the Philippines, Haiti, Puerto Rico, and Afghanistan!
                 No to U.S. intervention – Hands off Cuba, Venezuela, Zimbabwe and the

                   Sudan!  Stop the raids against immigrant workers --  Full rights for 
                      undocumented workers!  Justice for Katrina survivors – End racist
                        police terror!  Free Mumia Abu-Jamal and all political prisoners!

                           Money for health care, jobs and education, not endless war...
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Workers and oppressed 
peoples of the world unite!

Youth and workers challenge U.S. ban on 
travel to Cuba  by Larry Hales, Buffalo New York

          Activists from the United States 
who support the Cuban people and the 
Cuban Revolution marched across the 
Peace Bridge from Fort Erie, Ont., to 
Buffalo, N.Y. on July 28 to protest the 
U.S. travel ban against Cuba and the over 
40 years of U.S.-imposed blockade of the 
island.
         The action was led by the Vencee-
mos Brigade, a group that has been 
traveling to Cuba since 1969, openly 
challenging the U.S. blockade and travel 
restrictions imposed on the country. 
Members of the U.S. Cuba Labor 
Exchange and the youth group FIST 
(Fight Imperialism, Stand Together) 
were also among the nearly 80 people 
who defied the travel ban.  
          

         Deciding to actively challenge U.S. 
travel restrictions is a serious matter, as 
potential fines can be heavy. Just this year 
the reactionary Bush administration 
announced a new task force whose goal is 
to intensify the harassment of supporters 
of the Cuban revolution, and even people 
simply going to the island for a vacation. 
      The protests on the walk across the 
mile-long Peace Bridge were lively, with 
up to 15 people crossing at one time, with 
their luggage, and shouting chants such 
as, “Cuba Sí! Bloqueo No!” and other 
chants in support of the Cuban Five, five 
political prisoners here in the U.S. whom 
Cubans consider heroes for providing 
information about terrorist anti-socialist 
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Form your own branch! http://fistyouth.wordpress.com

During the FIST trip to Cuba, the Cubans 
requested two acts of solidarity - defy 
and help tear down the blockade and 
help to Free the Cuban 5.  Reprinted 
from the Agencia Cubana de Noticias 
(Cuban News Agency), Sept. 5.

The head of the Cuban Parliament, 
Ricardo Alarcón, said the possibility of 
having the five [Cuban] men imprisoned 
in the U.S. released earlier depends very 
much on the support they receive from 
the American people.
             In the daily TV Round Table show, 
Alarcón gave legal and ethical details of 
the Five’s case, showing the double 
standards of the U.S. policy and its 
hostility towards Cuba. The statements 
were the continuity of an interview he 
gave Aug. 27, also broadcast on Cuban 
TV.
       The president of the Cuban Parlia-
ment said the American government is 
aware of the effect that the support of the 
American people could have on interna-
tional opinion. For that reason the media 
has been instructed to refer to the Cuban 
men only as “spies.”
        Alarcón said the American govern-
ment has refused to see news releases 
that show Washington’s political bias 
against the Five. He mentioned the 
articles posted by London’s BBC and the 
New York Times, which were very 
objective, but they are not willing to 
follow the case.
       It will be nine years on Sept. 12 since 
Gerardo Hernández, Fernando González, 
Ramón Labañino, Antonio Guerrero and 
René González were sent to American 
jails.
      That day in 1998, the five Cuban men 
were arrested and later subjected to a 
politically biased trial in Miami. The 
judicial process ended in 2001 with the 
judge handing down harsh sentences on 
the men, whose only crime was to 
infiltrate Miami-based extreme right 
groups that operated with Washington’s 
consent, organizing and conducting 
terrorist actions against the Cuban 
people.
    Alarcón pointed out that the U.S does 
not have evidence proving that the Five 
were conspiring to commit espionage or 
murder. However, they are serving 

outrageous terms in jail.
       All the evidence is available online to 
all news agencies willing to report on the 

issue, Alarcón said. ...       
      Alarcón said on one occasion the 
American government decided to remove 
the second charge, conspiracy to commit 
espionage, from the files of three of the 
defendants—Gerardo, Ramón and 
Antonio—as long as they pleaded guilty 
to other crimes. However, the third 
charge would not be taken to the negoti-
ating table. Instead, seeking to please the 
Miami-based Cuban-American commu-
nity, a charge of quadruple first-degree 
murder was added to the case.
       The U.S government ended up 
recognizing in writing, before the Court 
of Appeals of Atlanta, that the charges 
had been manipulated. Now we have to 
wait until the court overrules such 
allegations, explained the Cuban official.
       The head of the Cuban Parliament 
went on to say that the Cuban Five acted 
under the principle of “state of neces-
sity,” comparing the case with that of 
former U.S President Jimmy Carter’s 
daughter, who was arrested in the late 
1980s for taking over a building to 
protest against the CIA. Eventually, she 
was released on the grounds that she and 
the other 14 people accompanying her 
had committed minor crimes to avoid a 
greater one.
       Likewise, Alarcón mentioned the case 
of Zacarias Musagüi, accused of being 
involved in the Sept. 11 attacks. He noted

Free the Cuban Five!

that the mother of Moroccan-born 
Musagüi was allowed to visit her son. 
Meanwhile, the mothers of the five 
Cuban men are patiently waiting in line 
to get an entry visa to the U.S. to be able 
to see their sons. “It is the right of any 
prisoner, irrespective of the crime they 
committed, and in this case the Five did 
not even threaten nor shoot anybody, nor 
did their relatives,” Alarcón stressed.
       Alarcón concluded the interview by 
saying that no one should think that they 
are doing too much for the Five. “We are 
not even doing a fraction of what they are 
doing themselves, with their constancy, 
resistance and leading the battle for 
justice and for their release.”  

Free the Cuban 5 Month

Sept. 12 will mark the ninth anniversary 
of the arrest of the Cuban 5. In honor of 
this anniversary, the month of Sept. 12 
through Oct. 12 has been declared “Free 
the Cuban5 Month.”
       Countries that have announced 
actions as part of this international 
campaign include Argentina, Belgium, 
Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Cuba, 
Dominican Republic, England, France, 
Germany, Guinea-Bissau, Italy, Kazakh-
stan, Lebanon, Mexico, Peru, Puerto 
Rico, Spain, Ukraine and Uruguay. For 
information on actions in the United 
States, contact info@FreeTheFiveNY.org 


